John’s Astronomy Book and Software Favorites List

BOOKS/CHARTS
The Observer’s Handbook – Yearly - Tons of basic information.  A quick info companion. http://www.rasc.ca/    $21.95US

 The Astronomical Calendar – Yearly -  Charts, schedules, great graphics of yearly astronomical events: http://www.astromax.com/go-astro.htm  $24

Books on www.amazon.com ,  www.bn.com (and elsewhere)

Find the Constellations – H.A. Rey  - Good starting children’s book $10 

Norton’s Star Atlas – Rid Path – Great star charts and basic information $21

The Cambridge Star Atlas – Wil Tirion – More good charts and info $12

365 Starry Nights – Chet Raymo – Night by night tutor for a year $5

Books by Stephen Hawking


A Brief History of Time (updated edition) - Cosmology and the universe $12  


The Universe in a Nutshell – Cosmology and the universe great illustrations $21

The Elegant Universe, Brian Greene, The Theory of Everything (Book $12 AND DVD $24)  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/elegant/  (+ The Fabric of the Cosmos, 2004)

The Constellations, Lloyd Motz and Carol Nathanson, The lore of the sky with a good dose of astronomy as well, $5

CHARTS ONLY

Sky Atlas 2000.0  Wil Tirion,  Big detailed maps of the entire sky for serious observing $60

Uranometria 2000 Vol 1 (northern sky), Vol 2 (southern sky), Deep sky guide, all out of print (but still available used and on ebay).  About $70 each.

SOFTWARE (the future of charting in astronomy) 

SKYTOOLS 3:  Make observing lists, organize your night, find sky events, print charts, control your telescope  $99  (add telescope control for $40).  http://www.skyhound.com/   (Version 3 coming)

STARRY NIGHT PRO: Planetarium software. The most beautiful generated skies w/optional REAL whole-sky photograph, tons of data and demonstrations.  $190  http://www.starrynight.com/pro.html  

SKY MAP PRO:  Simpler and faster planetarium software.  Functional maps, print charts, plan the night. $130  http://www.skymap.com/ 

WORLD WIDE TELESCOPE:  Microsoft’s new (public beta) planetarium program with live data streaming FREE   http://www.worldwidetelescope.org/ 

GOOGLE SKY:  Shows the sky the way it shows maps of places on Earth.  (Can also be run from the stand-alone program- Google Earth.) FREE  http://sky.google.com 

THE SKY:  A top-end program used in major observatories.  Comes in many versions depending on user needs.  $49-$279 http://www.bisque.com/  (Common Textbook software)

AUTOSTAR SUITE/ASTROFINDER by MEADE: A functional planetarium program for telescope control and simple CCD/digital imaging.  $45 with cable www.astronomics.com 

CARTES du CIEL:  FREE planetarium software that is a bit better than that that comes with the textbook.   $0   http://www.stargazing.net/astropc/ 

WINSTARS   Another good planetarium program, auto updates  FREE www.winstars.net/english/ 
STELLARIUM: FREE planetarium software that is very beautiful and functional. $0 http://www.stellarium.org/ 

CELESTIA:  Very pretty ‘fly through the sky’ software.  Free but a trick to get used to. $0               http://www.shatters.net/celestia/ 

HNSKY:  A very powerful, but not as pretty FREE planetarium software package. Very expandable.  Will control telescopes as well.  $0  http://www.hnsky.org/software.htm 

ASTRONOMY LAB 2:  Very simple astronomical calculator. Free. No frills. http://www.personalmicrocosms.com/html/32bit.html 

ALCYONE EPHEMERIS,  PLANETS VISIBILITY, PLANETS ORBITS- Calculate everything about the planets $0   www.alcyone-ephemeris
SUNGRAPH - See the year at a glance - night and day. $0 http://www.analemma.com/SunGraph/index.html 

VOYAGER SUN GAZER - A basic planetarium program - UofP Textbook http://www.carinasoft.com/ 

VIRTUAL MOON ATLAS - A great way to play with the moon $0 http://www.astrosurf.com/avl/UK_index.html 

REGISTAX image stacking software $0  http://www.astronomie.be/registax/ 

FREE STAR MAPS  print out a great monthly map free http://skymaps.com/ 

ASTRONOMY MAGAZINE basic astronomy information  www.astronomy.com
SKY AND TELESCOPE MAGAZINE intermediate level info  www.skyandtelescope.com 


THE AMAZING SPACE WEBSITE  great overall resource http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/ 

CURRENT EVENTS IN SPACE http://www.spaceweather.com/ 

BAD ASTRONOMY Website: http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/badastronomy/
For Smart Phones
Starmap Pro  $19,  GoSkyWatch  $10, SkySafari $15/$3,  Stellarium $0, 
Darkness $2, SkyWeek $1, SkyOrb $0, DistantSuns $10/$0
For more links, go to www.bikerjohn.com , More Links, and Astronomy.
