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1. Introduction
My heart is stirred by a noble theme. 
       as I recite my verses for the king; 
       my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer. 
    2 You are the most excellent of men 
       and your lips have been anointed with grace, 
       since God has blessed you forever.
- Psalm 45:1-2 
There is no greater theme than grace. It's rightly one of the church's great obsessions, but we face the danger of being so familiar with it that it loses its impact. We want to go back to the bible and see Amazing Grace against its proper backdrop. To do this, we need first to remember that God is sovereign (he can do as he wishes and owes us nothing). Then we will define four terms: 
	
	Holiness 
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	Justice 
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	Mercy 
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	Grace


2. Holiness
The word  ``holy'' means ``set apart'' ‘otherness’ or ``separate''. It implies not just an absence of sin, but the utter antithesis of sin. It is one of the unique characteristics of God. 
Holiness and sin cannot co-exist. When Isaiah saw the vision of God in his temple, his immediate response was awareness of his own sin, and horror:   
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: 
`Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; The whole earth is full of his glory.' 
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 
`Woe to me!' I cried. `I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.' 
· Isaiah 6:1-5 

This is not because Isaiah was particularly more unholy than anyone else - probably quite the reverse - but because of the innate sinfulness of fallen humanity.

Leviticus 22:32
32 Do not profane my holy name. I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who makes [a] you holy [b]

1 Peter 1:15:
15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;

Revelation 4:8:
8Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."
 It's crucial for us to understand that even the very best that we can do is corrupt and foul in God's eyes: 
  
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags. 
· Isaiah 64:6 

Romans 3:23:
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

3. Justice
Justice means getting what we deserve for our sin from a Holy God. The Old Testament is full of examples such as the ends of the reigns and often lives of various kings of Israel and Judah; and Nebuchadnezzar's degeneration into a wild animal in Daniel 4:29-33. In the New Testament, we see God's justice on Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:3-10; 

Ananias and Sapphira 

    1Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 

    3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 

    5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

    7About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" 
      "Yes," she said, "that is the price." 

    9Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 

    10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 

and also on Herod in Acts 12:21-23. 

Acts 12:21-23:
    21On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the people. 22They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 23Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died.

It's important that we understand that God's justice is just. We get what we deserve. He is not cruel or capricious. He judges correctly. 
     
If all have sinned, then what does all deserve.  Or to put it another way, how could a just God NOT act with justice?

CHRIST TAUGHT THAT TEMPTATION IS NOT SIN
Luke 22:28, John 8:46, Heb. 4:15
JESUS TAUGHT THAT MISTAKES ARE NOT SIN  
John 15:22 and 24, John 9:41
JESUS TAUGHT THAT SIN ALWAYS INVOLVES A WILLFUL REJECTION OF LIGHT   John 15:24, John 3:16-18, 1 John 1:7
4. Mercy
Mercy means not getting what we deserve for our sin. Mercy is God's decision not to punish us as we deserve. 

His mercy is "great" (1 Kings 3:6), "plenteous" (Ps. 86:5), "tender" (Luke 1:78), abundant" (1 Pet. 1:3); it is "from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him" (Ps. 103:17). Well may we say with the Psalmist, "I will sing aloud of Thy mercy" (59:16).

"I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy" (Ex. 33:19). 

Romans 9:18:
18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

Wherein differs the "mercy of God from His grace"? The mercy of God has its spring in the Divine goodness. The first issue of God’s goodness is His benignity or bounty, by which He gives liberally to His creatures as creatures; thus has He given being and life to all things. The second issue of God’s goodness is His mercy, which denotes the ready inclination of God to relieve the misery of fallen creatures. Thus, "mercy" presupposes sin.

In endeavoring to study the mercy of God as it is set forth in Scripture, a threefold distinction needs to be made, if the Word of Truth is to be "rightly divided" thereon. First, there is a general mercy of God, which is extended not only to all men, believers and unbelievers alike, but also to the entire creation: " The LORD is good to all; 
       he has compassion [mercy- KJV] on all he has made." (Ps. 145:9): " And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else." (Acts 17:25). God has upon the brute creation in their needs, and supplies them with suitable provision. Second, there is a special mercy of God, which is exercised toward the children of men, helping and succoring them, notwithstanding their sins. To them also He communicates all the necessities of life: " He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous." (Matt. 5:45). Third, there is a sovereign mercy which is reserved for the heirs of salvation, which is communicated to them in a covenant way, through the Mediator.

Following out a little further the difference between the second and third distinctions pointed out above, it is important to note that the mercies which God bestows on the wicked are solely of a temporal nature; that is to say, they are confined strictly to this present life. There will be no mercy extended to them beyond the grave: "It is a people of no understanding: therefore He that made them will not have mercy on them, and He that formed them will show them no favour" (Isa. 27:11). But at this point a difficulty may suggest itself to some of our readers, namely, Does not Scripture affirm that "His mercy endureth forever" (Ps. 136:1)? Two things need to be pointed out in that connection. God can never cease to be merciful, for this is a quality of the Divine essence (Ps. 116:5); but the exercise of His mercy is regulated by His sovereign will. This must be so, for there is nothing outside Himself which obliges Him to act; if there were, that "something" would be supreme, and God would cease to be God.

But let our final thought be of God’s spiritual mercies unto His own people. "Thy mercy is great unto the heavens" (Ps. 57:10). The riches thereof transcend our loftiest thought. "For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him" (Ps. 103:11). None can measure it. The elect are designated "vessels of mercy" (Rom. 9:23). It is mercy that quickened them when they were dead in sins (Eph. 2:4,5). It is mercy that saves them (Titus 3:5). It is His abundant mercy which begat them unto an eternal inheritance (1 Peter 1:3). Time would fail us to tell of His preserving, sustaining, pardoning, supplying mercy. Unto His own, God is "the Father of mercies" (2 Cor. 1:3).

http://www.pbministries.org/books/pink/Attributes/attrib_14.htm (for “mercy” additions)

5. Grace
But grace means much more than that. It means not only that we don't get what we deserve, but also that we do get what we don't deserve! 
Grace has been tritely but accurately described as God's riches at Christ's expense. 
  
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no-one can boast. 
- Ephesians 2:1-9 
First - ``because of his great love for us'' - God shows mercy by forgiving our ``transgressions and sins''. Instead of the death that we should rightly receive as reward for our sins (``The wages of sin is death'' - Romans 6:23), we are made alive with Christ. 
Then he goes even further. Rather than merely showing mercy by canceling the death penalty, God shows grace raising us up with Christ and seating him in heavenly places. Not only to we not receive the punishment that we do deserve, we so receive the reward that we don't deserve. 
Paul is very very clear that all of this is God's doing: we're saved not by faith but by grace (through faith) - in other words, by something that God does rather than something that we do. And even the faith through which grace works is not from us, but is a gift from God. 
5.1. Why does God give grace?
There are two mysteries here. Firstly, why does God offer grace? The bible invites no other understanding than this: that God is rich in mercy because of his great love. It's his nature. That's what he's like. 
The second mystery is this: how can God give grace? How can a holy God give grace to sinners when sin is such an offence to him? This is perhaps the most awesome thing of all. Logic tells us that God can only love us in our saved, sinless state; but this is not how he has acted:   
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
- Romans 5:6-7 
All that we can say is that God has chosen to give us grace, and he is sovereign. Even when we were contaminated and infected with sin, he saw something in us to love. 
5.2. Effective grace
How effective is grace? Totally effective, always and for everyone, no matter what they have done. There are no exceptions! For someone to think that they are too far gone to be reached by God's grace is to think that their sin is stronger than Jesus' sacrifice. What arrogance! What stupidity!   
We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time, he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those who are being made holy. 
- Hebrews 10:10-14 
The sacrifices made by the Old Testament priests were limited in scope, time and power. In contrast, Jesus' sacrifice is not limited in any way. 
5.3. How does grace work?
What are the mechanics of grace? How can Jesus take our punishment? This is complicated, and there are lots of different ways of looking at it. C. S. Lewis discusses several of them in his excellent and much-quoted book Mere Christianity. But here I just want to look at one: 
  
Do you not know, brothers - for I am speaking to men who know the law - that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. 
So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 
- Romans 7:1-4 
As we are participants in Jesus' death, so we are freed from the ``contract'' that we had with sin, and from the Devil's demands on us. Our new life is lived in Jesus: ``I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me'' - Galatians 2:20. 

Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God's purpose in election might stand: 12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, "The older will serve the younger."[d] 13Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."[e] 

    14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15For he says to Moses, 
   "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
      and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."[
Jacob hid in Esau (looked and smelled like him) - as we are hidden in Christ.

14So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.
Genesis 27:14-17
Romans 5:20-21:
    20The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
5.4. Grace vs. license
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? [...] For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 
- Romans 6:1-2, 6-7 
  
No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. [...] No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 
· 1 John 3:6-9 

More on Grace and the Law, Works, and Sin in the next two meetings…

