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See Nooma video on Church. http://nooma.com/ 

We are taught the need for selflessness when serving others.  That even a small component of ‘getting something for myself’ when helping others negates the good acts.

How does this work in God’s economy?  (Why do we do good acts?  Can they be to help with our salvation?)

What about ‘that great feeling’ we get when serving others? Is that wrong?  

If God promises rewards…what do we do with that?  Is it ok to work for them (have them in mind as part of the motivation to do the works He created for us in advance - Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. )
Rewards Promised. 

We see rewards promised from God all through the Bible.  He promises things for a reason…we are to desire and work for his rewards.  (What are the ‘conditions’ for the rewards or work-called-for?).

Exodus 20:5-6
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Exodus 20:12
 12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Leviticus 25:18
 18 " 'Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land.

Leviticus 25:19
17 Do not take advantage of each other, but fear your God. I am the LORD your God. 18 " 'Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in safety.

Leviticus 26:3-45
 3 " 'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 4 I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 5 Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 

 6 " 'I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

 9 " 'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 10 You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. 11 I will put my dwelling place [a] among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high.

Matthew 5:11-12
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:44-46
44But I tell you: Love your enemies[a] and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

Matthew 6:3-4

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Mark 9:41

I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.

Luke 6:23

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.

Ephesians 6:5-8

5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.
Colossians 3:22-2

 22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

Hebrews 11:5

6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 11:24-26

 24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Revelation 22:10-13
 10Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 
 12"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

Even Jesus was motivated by the reward set before him: 

Charles H. Spurgeon
I have often been surprised at the mercy of God to myself. Poor sermons of mine, that I could cry over when I get home, have led scores to the cross; and, more wonderful still, words that I have spoken in ordinary conversation, mere chance sentences, as men call them, have nevertheless been as winged arrows from God, and have pierced men's hearts, and laid them wounded at Jesus' feet. I have often lifted up my hands in astonishment, and said, "How can God bless such a feeble instrumentality?" This is the feeling of most who addict themselves to the blessed craft of fishing for men, and the desire of such success furnishes as pure a motive as could move an angel's heart, as pure, indeed, as that which swayed the Savior when, for the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame.
http://www.spurgeon.org/misc/sw10.htm 

Heb 12:2  Looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the Source of our faith [giving the first incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. He, for the joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Ephesians 5:25
 “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/july/17.21.html  - Christianity Today Editorial
So what is "in Heaven"?
"an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, .... to be revealed in the last time .... at the appearing of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:4-7).

"And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, ..." (Rev. 22:12).

Our reward is God's promise to us of eternal life with Jesus. When Jesus said "your reward is in Heaven" (Matt. 5:12), that promise was still with God in Heaven. But, when Christ returns, we will be raised from the dead (I Thess. 4:16), and then we will be "forever with the Lord", then "where he is we will be also." And where will he be? "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:2). Jesus went up in the clouds of heaven. He will return with the clouds of Heaven. And his feet will stand on that day on the Mount of Olives, just outside Jerusalem (Zech.14:1). It is God's promise, our reward, that we will be there! So our reward is now with God in Heaven, but Jesus will bring it with him, and give it to us on this Earth!

What do we do with our rewards?

2 Timothy 2:1-5 

 1You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules.

James 1:11-19
11For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business. 

 12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.  13When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  16Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created.


1 Peter 5:1-5

To Elders and Young Men 

 1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

 5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 
   "God opposes the proud 
      but gives grace to the humble."[a]
Revelation 4:9-11

9Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 
 11"You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
   to receive glory and honor and power, 
   for you created all things, 
      and by your will they were created 
      and have their being."

Another Thread on Treasure, Rewards and Crowns

Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys (see notes Matthew 6:19; 6:20; 6:21). 

Moses was so motivated that he actually considered the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. (see note Hebrews 11:26)      

Hebrews 11:26 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.

Finally John warned believers 

Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward." (2Jn 1:8)
Edwards adds that 
Rewards are not a selfish motivation but a scriptural one which is designed to harness our God-given drive for significance to the things which will make our lives eternally significant. Rewards mean little to those who sacrifice little, for their souls are satisfied with earthly trinkets and enjoyments.
Crown (4735) (stephanos from stepho = to encircle, twine or wreathe) was a wreath made of foliage or designed to resemble foliage and worn by one of high status or held in high regard.
The stephanos was literally an adornment worn around the head as a crown of victory in the Greek athletic games, this reward being given to the runner who crossed the goal first, to the disc thrower with the longest toss, etc. Apart from recognition of athletes and winners of various kinds of competitions, in the Greco-Roman world,  the awarding of a crown or wreath signified appreciation for exceptional contributions to the state or groups within it. The recipients were usually public officials or civic-minded persons serving at their own expense
Stephanos was used metaphorically to refer to a community of believers who exist as proof of a worker's success (see notes 1Thessalonians 2:19; 2:20). Here stephanos is that which serves as adornment or source of pride.
Stephanos is used 25 times in the NT. Study the  uses below...
Matthew 27:29 And after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"
Mark 15:17 And they dressed Him up in purple, and after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on Him;
John 19:2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and arrayed Him in a purple robe...5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold, the Man!"
Acts 6:5 And the statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmeand Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch...8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.
Acts 7:59 And they went on stoning Stephen as he called upon the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!"
Acts 8:2 And some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him.
Acts 11:19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone.
Acts 22:20 'And when the blood of Thy witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the cloaks of those who were slaying him.'
1 Corinthians 9:25 And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
Philippians 4:1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.
1 Thessalonians 2:19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?
2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Revelation 3:11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown.
Revelation 4:4 And around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads...10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
Revelation 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer.
Revelation 9:7 And the appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads, as it were, crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.
Revelation 12:1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars;
Revelation 14:14 And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head, and a sharp sickle in His hand.
 (Reference http://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timonty_47-8.htm)

CONCLUSION (yes this is the third time for this conclusion, it still applies to this topic!)

To paraphrase John Piper on rewards:

It is not that anyone will be unfulfilled in heaven - all will worship in the fullness of the presence of God, but those with a greater reward will have (as an example) a larger cup. All cups will be completely full, but those who did what Jesus had for them from before the beginning of time to do, will have (somehow) a greater capacity for praise in Heaven. 

It is NOT salvation that is being argued here - or given or withheld based on our works - it is some incomprehensible quality of what it will be like to be in heaven for all eternity. 

Our Works?  What do we do?  Do we still sever God?  

John 14:9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?


John 5:19  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

Because we know who we are in Him, we naturally want to do what the Father is doing just like He did.  

I’ve heard it said, the Father directs, the Son opens the way for us to the Father, and the Spirit empowers the actions or works he has had prepared for us since the beginning of time.  


Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Why NOT do what we see the Father doing?  

Why do extra, above and beyond, what the Father is doing?

But how can we NOT want to do the works we are created for? Just nothing more, and not to impress Him or earn salvation.  He is impressed with Jesus whom we are hidden within and salvation was bought on the cross.
END
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