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Who we are in Christ

Understanding our identity

1.  Why does it matter?  Why do we need to know who we are in Christ? (Discussion)

Some thoughts: 

- We need to know who we are to be authoritative in prayer.

James 5:16 - The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. (see 2 Cor 5:21 under "Righteous" below)

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (KJV)

James 1:6-8 - But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 

We need to know who we to be effective in sharing the Gospel; Gospel means 'good news"; message and the messenger are linked

People are drawn to others who reflect confidence, hope, love

We need to know who we are to walk in the life Christ desires us to have.

John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

Input from kinship:

Encouragement

Bring you down to earth; put you in check

Know what God says, not what the world says about you

To walk in the Spirit - need to know who you are

It is our true identity

Who you think you are causes you to act a certain way

Helps to know real worth

Different from world - not what I do, have or accomplish

Powerful concept if we get our identity from Christ

If we get our identity from other things, it is false; can be a kind of idolatry

Sometimes we just need to be reminded who (or whose) we are, because we forget.

God's word is the best place to look.

James 1:22-25 - Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does. 

- So who are we?

New creation 

2 Cor 5:17-18 -Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

Eph 4:21-24 -Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Col 3:7-11 - You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

1 Peter 1:3-4 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-kept in heaven for you…

Chosen 
John 15:18-19 -If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.

Eph 1:11-14 - In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory. 

Col 3:12-14 -Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 - But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Children of God and joint heirs with Christ

Rom 8:15-17 - And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Gal 4:6-7 - Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

Heir - one who inherits or is entitled to inherit property (Webster)

Inheritance - The receipt of property as a gift or by legal right, usually upon the death of one's father. (Nelson's Bible Dictionary)

What does God own? (What doesn't He own?!!!)

Ps 50:10 - for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. 

1 John 3:1 - How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

Titus 3:4-7 - But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

Priests and kings 

Rev 1:4-6 - Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

Rev 5:10 -You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

and they will reign on the earth." 

Rev 20:6 -Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years

King - one who inherits his position and rules for life (Webster)

Priest - official ministers or worship leaders in the nation of Israel who represented the people before God and conducted various rituals to atone for their sins. (Nelson's Bible Dictionary)

More than conquerors

Rom 8:37-39 -No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Rom 8:37-39 - Yet amid all these things, we are more than conquerors and gain a surpassing victory through Him who loved us.  For I am persuaded beyond doubt- am sure- that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things impending and threatening, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Justified

Acts 13:38-40 - Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 

Rom 3:22-24 - This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Rom 5:1-2 - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

Rom 10:10 - For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

1 Cor 6:9-11- Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders, nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

Righteous

2 Cor 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Heb 10:35-38 - Do do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, 

I will not be pleased with him."  

Rom 10:3-4 - Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

Gal 3:6-7 - Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."  Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.

1 Peter 2:24-25 - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 

Christlike

- 1 Cor 2:16 - For who has known the mind of the Lord 

that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

(See Col 3:12-14 above)

1 John 4:17-18 - In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

Col 1:26-27 - To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Col 1:26-27

 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Rom 8:9-11 - You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

God's Possession

 - 1 Cor 6:19-20 -You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

Eph 1:11-14 - In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory. 

Loved Unconditionally

(review kinship notes from 4/25/07)

