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You have heard, probably many times, “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us”  (Rom 8:37)  “The Father has called us to Reign in Life” (Rom 5:17).

Do you feel like a conqueror?  Do you feel like you are reigning in life?

When you feel this, you may be tempted to go and make a list of the best things you can do to become a conqueror and reign in life.

What would be on this list usually?

(Benjamin Franklin made a list of Virtues and began to practice one per month…adding as he went.  He began to fail on the earlier virtues pretty quickly. 
 http://www.school-for-champions.com/character/franklin_virtues.htm)

Reading the bible through all year?  Have you made it past Leviticus? 

Guilt is quick to follow.

Is Guilt Godly?  (Semantics:  Guilt has its origins in man or Satan.  It is indistinct/nebulous.  Condemning.  Without a solution in sight.)

What does God use in place of Guilt?  (Semantics: Conviction of the Holy Spirit.  If you know His voice, you hear a sharp, clean, exact nudge that addresses the wrong and gives a way out and forgiveness. There is love with the correction.)

If we care about God and our relationship with Him, we care about our behavior and actions in life.  It is natural to eventually try to “strive to please him”.

We want to satisfy the Law for Him.  We ‘know’ we ‘ought’ to pray, read our Bible, fellowship, evangelize.  Right?
Galatians 3:2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?

Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

Galatians 4:10   You are observing special days and months and seasons and years!

Galatians 4:21  Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says?

Galatians 3:1  You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.

Galatians 1:6   I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—
Sticking to the Laws sounds good!  You’ll be doing good!! And…

The Law MUST be Satisfied.  It is Holy and Perfect…   So what is it about the Law??

Mr. Law vs. Mr. Grace

In Jesus’ time, Jews thought that salvation was obtained through meticulous observance of the law.  Not just the 10 commandments, but all the laws that followed.

The Pharisees’ preoccupation with the law is shown in:

Matt 12:2  When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, "Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath."

Matt 12:10  and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they asked him, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"

Mark 10:2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?"

Luke 20:22  Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"

John 5:10 and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat."
Are Christians Under the Law?   

Paul says that Mankind is the wife of a husband called law  (Rom 7:1-6  Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? 2For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. ) 

This husband tells us to “Do this, don’t do that.  That is good, that is bad.”  


If that isn’t bad enough, here is more about this husband:

He is always right - It’s the Law - which is perfect and Holy.  (Rom 7:12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.)

And he never lifts a finger to help us. (Rom 7:18b For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.)
And you can’t leave this husband and remarry until this husband is dead, (Rom 7:2-3  For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man.)
He will never pass away. (Matt 5:18  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.)

 How do we deal with this?    Are we STUCK FOREVER?

Rom 7:4  So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Our death through Christ has broken the marriage bond to law.

Are Christians under the Law?  Answer= No.

Who is the Law made for?

1Tim 1:9  We also know that law[a] is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers,

It is not for believers because they are dead to it Gal 2:19 For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God.

What is the Law for?

It Reveals Sin: Rom 3:20   Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

It Provokes Sin:  (Amplified)  Romans 7:8  But sin, finding opportunity in the commandment [to express itself], got a hold on me and aroused and stimulated all kinds of forbidden desires (lust, covetousness). For without the Law sin is dead [the sense of it is inactive and a lifeless thing].

It Condemns Sin:  (Amplified)  Romans 7:9 Once I was alive, but quite apart from and unconscious of the Law. But when the commandment came, sin lived again and I died (was sentenced by the Law to death).

It Shows the Sinfulness of Sin (Amplified) :

Romans 7:12-13  The Law therefore is holy, and [each] commandment is holy and just and good. 13 Did that which is good then prove fatal [bringing death] to me? Certainly not! It was sin, working death in me by using this good thing [as a weapon], in order that through the commandment sin might be shown up clearly to be sin, that the extreme malignity and immeasurable sinfulness of sin might plainly appear.

It Leads us to Christ  (Amplified) :  Romans 9:32  For what reason? Because [they pursued it] not through faith, relying [instead] on the merit of their works [they did not depend on faith but on what they could do]. They have stumbled over the Stumbling Stone.

But still, sticking to the Laws sounds good idea!  You’ll be doing good!! But…

Colossians 2:20-23

20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

The Old Covenant vs. the New Covenant

When Moses first came down from Mount Sinai, he found the Israelites worshipping the golden calf. He broke the tablets with the Ten Commandments on them and ordered the Levites to execute judgment on the people.  About three thousand people died that day  
(Ex 32:28 And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses; and there fell of the people that day about 3000 men.)

The New Covenant came through the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  When Peter came down from the upper room, he accused the people of an infinitely worse crime than idolatry. They had killed the Son of God!  What was the penalty?

Acts 2:41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

The Old Covenant was written on stone (Ex 31:18  When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the Testimony, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.) the New Covenant is inscribed on our hearts (Heb 8:10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel  after that time, declares the Lord.  I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.   I will be their God, and they will be my people.). 

Under the New Covenant - Christ is the end of the law…for everyone who believes.”  
Rom 10:4  Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
See 2 Cor 3:9  If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! - 

What is the Old Covenant Called?  Condemning.
What is the New Covenant Called?  Glorious.

The Old Covenant is now what?  Heb 8:13  By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.

Reigning In Life:

When God gives us something new, there is no oldness in it. 

Peter didn’t offer a new set of laws to the people, he offered Power in the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:17  'In the last days, God says,  I will pour out my Spirit on all people.    Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  your young men will see visions,  your old men will dream dreams.

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

There is only one way to overcome the junk we do…the sin we return to (more next time)…the ‘good life’ we desire to live:

READ  Romans 5:17   For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Back to the Law again…

Paul does not try to produce a Godly life in Christians by imposing rules upon them, instead he reminds them of what?

Col 3:1-5  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your[a] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.

He reminded them of their Position In Christ.

The Law is also an impotent husband:


Gal 3:21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.

The Law CAN’T give life:  Rom 7:10  I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death.

When you go back to the Law, even for a bit, it is the same as committing adultery the an old husband.  But why do it?  When we REALIZE who we are and what has happened to us!

Rom 7:6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

The new covenant focus is NOT on performance, but on position!

Through the cross, Jesus has lifted us up into a reigning position.  We are seated with Him in heavenly places  (Eph 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,) and are accepted in the One God loves (Eph 1:6  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he[a] predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.)

This is His GRACE again anchored by His unconditional love!

In the words of Jesus:  John 15:15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

When Paul talks to the Corinthians about sexual immorality, he does not revert to the law and say “You shall not commit adultery”, instead he says:

1 Cor 6:19-20  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

When Paul talks about a special offering for the poor, he doesn’t refer to Old Testament laws, he says:

2 Cor 8:8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.

We now belong to another!  It is our position in life!  It’s a fact outside of our actions!

Rom 7:4  So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

You belong to Jesus.  That is your position.

Jesus says:  Matt 11:29-30  29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."
Jesus offers His bride something the Law could not offer.  This is __________?  Unconditional Love. 

Application
1. Freedom from condemnation  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 
- Romans 8:1-2 
Sin and death no longer have no power over those whom Jesus has made free. God has pronounces us innocent: no-one can pronounce us guilty. The right response to a Christian who complains, ``but I feel so condemned'' is simply, ``But you're not.'' 
2. Freedom from fear
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 
- John 10:27-29 
Once we understand that our salvation is entirely of God's doing, there is no room for us to fear losing it. Who is powerful enough to take us out of the hand of the Father? 
``once saved, always saved.''  ?  --- A future message. 
3. Freedom from uncertainty about God's love
A future message, but if you feel conviction when you sin (God’s/Holy Spirit’s version of guilt), then you can be certain of his love for you.  He has had mercy on you and extends grace!

4. Right understanding of self-image
This is a whole subject in itself, which we can't go into here in any depth. However, in a nutshell: the right way for us to see ourselves is as God sees us, because God sees correctly. To see ourselves as greater than we are or less than we are is equally sinful and stupid, as though we are better able to judge ourselves than God is. 
  
By the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment. 
- Romans 12:3 
When we understand grace, we understand how God sees us: as people who have no intrinsic merit (and who, in that sense, have no reason for pride); but who he has chosen to make perfect in Jesus (and who, because of this, have no reason and indeed no right to feel anything less than perfect confidence in ourselves.) ``Sober judgment'' means accurate judgment, not false humility! 
5. Worship
How could we possibly understand God's grace and not worship him? 

For God's Sake, Let Grace Be Grace!

Romans 11:1-10

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3 "Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life." 4 But what is God's reply to him? "I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

The title of today's message is, "For God's Sake, Let Grace Be Grace!"

"Let grace be grace!" comes from verse 6: "But if it is by grace - that is, if the preservation of a remnant of believing Israel is by grace - it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace." So let grace be grace! Don't put anything in the place of grace.

"For God's sake!" comes from verse 4. "What is God's reply to [Elijah]? 'I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." I kept them. I brought about this faithful remnant, and I did it "for myself" - for my own sake, for the sake of my glory and my name. If there had been no remnant of my chosen people, I would have been disgraced. Therefore I took the initiative. I exerted my power. These 7,000 believers are believers because I acted for my name's sake.

