June 20th 2007 (Kinship Message – A message of joy!)
Vineyard Christian Fellowship

a. Image of Christianity – What makes us noticeably different from the World?

i. Matthew 7:16 
(by their fruit you will recognize them)
ii. Galatians 5:22 
(Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control)

iii. John 15:1-4 
(The Vine and the Branches)

b. Self Reflection – Misunderstanding between Joy and Happiness (Substitutes)
i. Happiness- 
1. The word "happiness" shares the root word "hap" as in happenstance or haphazard, properly tying it the meaning of "hap", which is chance.
2. Depends on the right conditions (things going our way) 
a. Good health, right relationships, a good job, shelter, food, clothing, possessions, circumstances, feelings…

3. It is an emotional quality

4. It can be bought, earned or achieved.

5. Chasing the Wind (ties in with Ecclesiastes) 

ii. Joy – 
1. The only condition for joy is the presence of God.  "Joy happens when God is present and people know it, which means that it can erupt in a depressed economy, in the middle of a war, in an intensive care waiting room."
a. Read Psalm 23 (David is in distress, yet full of joy).

2. Joy is based on the knowledge of the presence of God-with-us at all times, from the very beginning; it is not dependant on anything but God.

3. It is a spiritual quality

4. It cannot be bought, earned or achieved… it is priceless, yet it is a free gift (like salvation) that has to be received.

c. Group Questions

i. If joy as defined above is a gift, how can we cultivate or strive for it?

1. Spiritual Disciplines (Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline)
a. Meditation, Prayer, Fasting, Study

b. Simplicity, Solitude, Submission, Service

c. Confession, Worship, Guidance, Celebration

ii. What are the practical applications of joy, as defined above?

1. Life Integrated Worship

2. True Freedom in Christ

3. Being able to serve with a glad heart

4. Makes it easy to put on the Armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-17)

iii. Is there a relationship between God's qualities and the "Fruits of the Spirit"

1. God's qualities are relational… none of his qualities stand alone; the same is true of Spiritual Fruits.

2. Spiritual Fruits are reflective of God's qualities, just as we were created in His "image and likeness" to be reflections of his qualities.  Is there any wonder then that we are encouraged to live up to our potential/purpose?
d.   Prayer Time



Don't miss the opportunity to get prayer for any need… 
