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Prayer

We are going to spend a little time tonight talking about prayer, including three prayer models, then see the Vineyard prayer model demonstrated and then get some hands on application of what we have heard and seen.

Although in a little different order, we are going to answer the who, what, where, when, why and how of prayer – at least in a basic sense.

Let’s start with

WHAT – what is prayer?

Conversation with God
Dialogue with God

communion

Talking with God

listening to God

relationship with God

Walking with God

waiting on God

Webster

Prayer – an address (as a petition) to God or a god in word or thought; a set order of words used in praying; an earnest request; the act or practice of praying to God or a god

Pray – entreat, implore; to request in a humble manner; to address God or a god

Fausset’s Bible Dictionary

Prayer - (1) Techinnah, from chandra "to be gracious"; hithpael, "to entreat grace"; Greek deesis  (2) Tephillah, from hithpael of paalal - "to seek judgment"; Greek proseuchee. "Prayer," proseuchee, for obtaining blessings, implying devotion; "supplication," deesis, for averting evil. "Prayer" the general term; "supplication" with imploring earnestness (implying the suppliant's sense of need); enteuxis, intercession for others, coming near to God, seeking an audience in person, generally in another's behalf.

(NOTE: all scriptures are NIV unless otherwise noted)

Now WHY – Why do we pray?

- Expected of us – our spiritual heritage; should be our first response not last resort

Matt 6:5 - And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites,

Matt 6:6 - But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 

Rom 12:11-13 - Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

- Forgiveness 

1 Kings 8:48-50 - … then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause. And forgive your people, who have sinned against you; forgive all the offenses they have committed against you, and cause their conquerors to show them mercy 

Ps 25:11 - For the sake of your name, O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 

Matt 9:6 - But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . 

Luke 11:4 - Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

1 John 1:9-10 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

- Healing 

James 5:14-15 - Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.

Mal 4:2 - But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. 

Num 12:13 - So Moses cried out to the LORD, "O God, please heal her!"

2 Kings 20:5 - 'This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you.

Jer 17:14 - Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved,

for you are the one I praise. 

Matt 8:5-7 - When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 


John 4:47-50 - When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 

"Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe." The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." 

- Deliverance, both physical and spiritual

James 5:13- Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. 

2 Kings 17:39 - Rather, worship the LORD your God; it is he who will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies." 

2 Kings 19:19 - Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God." 

Ps 6:4 - Turn, O LORD, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love. 

Ps 7:1 - O LORD my God, I take refuge in you; save and deliver me from all who pursue me…

Ps 72:12 - For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 

Matt 6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' 

2 Cor 1:10 - He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us

Ps 25:17 - The troubles of my heart have multiplied; free me from my anguish. 

- Direction

Jer 42:3 -Pray that the LORD your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.

Eph 1:18-19 - I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

Ps 25:4-5 - Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 

Ps 39:4 - Show me, O LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my life. 

Ps 16:11-17:1 - You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Ps 18:36 - You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do not turn. 

Ps 27:11 - Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 

Ps 5:8 - Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies--

make straight your way before me. 

Jer 31:9 - They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble…

Rev 7:17 - For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

- To avoid or overcome temptation

Matt 26:41 - Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.

Matt 6:13 - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' 

Luke 22:40 - On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation.

- Protection

Matt 24:20 - Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.

2 Thess 3:2-3 - And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 

John 17:15 - My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one

- Provision 

Mark 11:24-25 - Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Phil 4:6 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

- Thanksgiving 

Col 4:2 - Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.

1 Chron 16:4-5 - He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel: 

1 Chron 29:13 - Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

Ps 107:1 - Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

Ps 118:21 - I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 

Dan 6:10-11 - Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 

Matt 14:19 - Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 

Matt 26:27-28 - Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Eph 1:15-17 - I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 

1 Thess 5:16-18 - Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

Rev 11:17 - We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, 

because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. 

Next WHEN – When do we pray? (noon, night and day, always, continually

Acts 10:9-10 - about noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 

1 Thess 3:10 - Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 

Luke 18:1 - Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up

1 Thess 5:16-18 -Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

-1 Thess 5:16-18 - Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

And WHERE – Where do we pray? (privately, publicly, mountains, beach..)

Matt 6:6 - But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

Matt 14:23 - After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 

Acts 10:9-10 - about noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 

Acts 21:5-6

All the disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 

WHO – Who do we pray for?  Or more correctly, for whom do we pray?

- Ourselves 

Gen 24:12 - Then he prayed, "O LORD, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham.

Gen 28:20-22 - Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God 

Ps 4:1 - Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

Ps 13:3 - Look on me and answer, O LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death; 

Ps 17:8-9 - Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings 

from the wicked who assail me, from my mortal enemies who surround me. 

Ps 55:1-3 - Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; hear me and answer me. My thoughts trouble me and I am distraught at the voice of the enemy,

Mark 10:48 -Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Luke 18:13

"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

Rom 15:30 - I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.

2 Cor 12:7-9 - to keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."

- Enemies

Matt 5:44 - But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

Luke 6:27-29 - But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

- Authorities

1 Tim 2:1-2 - I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

- Children

Matt 15:22 - A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession." 

1 Sam 1:26-28 - As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 

2 Sam 12:15-16 - After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill. David pleaded with God for the child. 

Luke 9:38-39 - A man in the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.  A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him.

John 4:49-50 - The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." 

- Brothers/Sisters in the Lord

Col 1:3-5 - we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints

James 5:14-15 - Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.

James 5:16 - Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

Unbelievers 

John 17:20-21 - My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

Our nation 

2 Chron 7:14-15 - if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

And lastly HOW – How do we pray?

1 Peter 4:7-8 - Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 

1 Cor 14:14-15 - For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; 

Three models – (model is a guide not a formula…)

1) The Lord’s Prayer

2) ACTS – Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving, Supplication

3) The Vineyard mode

-Interview – answers the question “Where does it hurt? or “What do you want Jesus to do for you?”

- Diagnosis – Answers the question, “What’s the root cause of the problem?” or “What is really going on here?”

- Prayer selection – Decide how to pray…petition, command, intercede, rebuke (demonic)

- Ministry – Pray and observe…look for signs of what God is doing

   - Follow Up – Post prayer direction…help the person process and digest

Bottom line:  We are to pray at all times about everything, for everyone, anywhere and everywhere we find ourselves.  Prayer should be a lifestyle. Though we can’t do this perfectly or all the time, it is still our calling and our goal.  

