The Vineyard Prayer Model 
This prayer model summary is taken from material used in the Vineyard Leadership Institute (Robbins, Healing the Whole Person 1, pp. 12—16) that is based on John Wimber’s teaching. Why do we need to learn a model for praying for healing? There are a number of reasons why John Wimber, the founder of the Association of Vineyard Churches, proposed a Vineyard healing prayer model: 
  
· We want a model that reflects our( values, i.e., the values of the Kingdom. 
· It gives us a track to run on. That( is, it gives us a process or sequence of steps for praying for the sick. Otherwise we could get stuck or not know what to do next when someone requests prayer ministry from us. 
· It is simple enough that anyone can( do it. It promotes the Reformation principle of the priesthood of all believers. As Wimber taught us, “Everyone gets to play.” 
  
The prayer model consists of the following phases: 
  
1. The Interview. This answers the question: “Where does it hurt?” or “What is wrong?” Or you can start out asking, “What would you like Jesus to do for you?” 
  
2. The Diagnostic Question: This answers the question: “What is the root cause of the problem?” or “Why does this person have this problem?” Different kinds of sickness: 
-          Sickness of the spirit: Caused by a person’s own sin. 
-          Sickness of the body: Caused by disease, accidents, poor health maintenance, psychological stress, or spirit affliction. 
-          Sickness of the emotions: Caused by being sinned against; may need help with forgiving. 
-          Sickness of demonic affliction: Caused by demonic spirits harassing or afflicting the person in mind or body. 
-          Sickness from alienation from relationships: Social brokenness that makes it hard for people to connect with healthy or redemptive relationships. 
  
3. The Prayer Selection: This is where we decide how to pray. 
-          Blessing. 
-          Petition: Join them in asking God for healing. 
-          Command/speak to the pain or condition. 
-          Intercession: Pray on their behalf. 
-          Rebuke the demonic. 
  
4. Ministry Time: We pray and observe (look, ask, listen); watch the person for indications of what God is doing; and wait on God for impressions. 
  
5. Post-Prayer Direction: 
-          Help the person process and digest [what has happened]. 
-          Directive: Make things right with another person; “Go and sin no more.” 
-          Seek the Lord on one’ own. 
-          Commit to a church or fellowship group. 
-          Read specific scriptures: “Read and pray over the following Scriptures….” 
-          Invite them back for more prayer at another time. 
  
The following are tips from practical wisdom regarding using the prayer model: 
-          Keep the interview brief. 
-          Ask for the compassion of Jesus. 
-          Ask the Holy Spirit to come; wait on Him. 
-          Pray with your eyes open. 
-          Don’t pray with too many words. 
-          Pray with quiet faith. 
-          Pray with authority. 
-          Pray believing God will speak to you. 
-          Pray taking risks. 
-          Don’t be afraid to fail. 
-          Ask the person how they are doing and what they are experiencing. 
  
Physical phenomena are sometimes associated with the Holy Spirit’s activity. These phenomena should not be equated with the Holy Spirit; they are an individual’s physiological and emotional responses to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Our attitude should be one of balance and discernment. Examples of phenomena that are sometimes associated with the Holy Spirit’s activity include: 
-          Shaking. 
-          Stiffening. 
-          Change of breathing. 
-          Rocking, weaving, or acting drunk. 
-          Laughing or crying. 
-          Glistening, glowing, or perspiring. 
-          Heat or coolness. 
-          Fluttering of eyelids. 
-          Rippling of skin. 
-          Falling. 
  
WRAPPING IT UP 
  
Faith, healing and miracles are spiritual gifts through which God releases supernatural power. The gift of faith gives us confidence to invite God to act or even to announce that God will act. The gifts of healings and miracles are God’s intervention to correct something that is wrong or to do something that would otherwise be impossible. Sometimes faith and healing or faith and miracles are complementary – the gift of supernatural faith gives us boldness to receive the healing or miracle from God. Other times, we come to God with ordinary faith, simply knowing that God loves us and that God does act miraculously, and we ask God to heal or intervene without knowing exactly what God will do. Healings and miracles are gifts from God, not wages that we deserve. Therefore we cannot demand that God heal or do some other miracle. Yet God invites us to ask Him for what we need. We can be confident that God will give us what we need, whether through miraculous or ordinary means. We should come to God expectantly—asking for faith, for healing, for miracles—and watching to see His gracious response to our requests. 
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