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Unconditional Love

Intro – 

(Use whiteboard to capture responses)

What comes to mind when you think of “unconditional love”?

As you look back over significant people in your life, who best modeled unconditional love for you? (Parent, grandparent, aunt/uncle, friend, teacher, coach, boyfriend/girlfriend)

Why? What qualities or behavior did you see that made you feel loved?

acceptance     encouragement     forgiveness     attentiveness     availability

saw potential       believed in me  listened to me

Video – Play Nooma Video “Lump” – 

Discuss video – What examples of unconditional love did you see?  What were the words?  What were the actions?

How does God show His unconditional love for us?  What are some examples from the Word?

Lesson

Story of prodigal son (Luke 15:11-16:1) (Have someone read)

Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' So he got up and went to his father. 

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

(From Matthew Henry commentary)

Robe – the garment of princes and great men, not that of a servant – symbol of righteousness

Ring – a signet-ring, with the arms of the family, in token of his being owned as a branch of the family." Rich people wore rings,

Sandals – another indicator of status; some poor had no shoes at all

Fattened Calf – the very best; fed and fattened for a special occasion; not just a feast for the son, but a festival for the entire family

Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 

My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'” (NIV)

What caught your attention in these verses? What touched your heart?

The Father recognized his son had to learn some things on his own and he let him go.  He did not follow him. It seems that he did not nag or write or send messengers to check up on him, but he waited and he watched expectantly, hoping and believing his son would come home.

vs 15:20  - But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

Do you think his father most likely knew how his son had spent his time and money?

What was the father’s response based on?  the character of the father or the actions of the son?  The son did recognize his mistakes and turned toward home (repent=”to turn”).  Did the father love him any more when he returned than he loved him when he let him go?

God’s love for us is based on His character, not our actions.

Verses on God’s character

Unchanging 

1 Sam 15:29 - He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind." 

Mal 3:6 - I the LORD do not change. 

Compassionate

Ps 116:5 - The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

Ps 145:8-9 - The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 

Kind

Jer 9:24 - but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me,

that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth,

for in these I delight," declares the LORD. 

Merciful

Deut 4:31- For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath.

Luke 6:36 - Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Faithful

Deut 7:9 - Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 

Ps 33:4 - For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

1 Thess 5:23-24 - May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

Father in this story loved both his sons – allowed older son to vent his feelings and then reassured him that he was loved and all that he, the father, had belonged to him, the oldest son)

Story of Hosea and Gomer

Maybe a vision, most likely a parable rather than literal event – used to demonstrate Israel’s unfaithfulness to God and idolatry;

Hos 1:2-3 - When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD." So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

Bore Hosea at least three children and then was unfaithful to him, probably with several different lovers before she returned to him

Hos 3:1 - The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."  

RAISIN CAKE - raisin cakes were also connected by the prophet Hosea with sacrifices made to the pagan god Ishtar 

Perhaps God used this illustration because of universal application; hard to imagine a greater betrayal and more difficult situation requiring forgiveness

Current example – friends trying to salvage their marriage after an affair – devastating effects - from the wife,” he was supposed to my protector and he stabbed me in the back”

Several places in scripture God uses the language of romance to express how He feels about us.

The entire book of Song of Solomon

Song 2:16 - My lover is mine and I am his; 

Song 2:16 (Amplified) – My beloved is mine and I am his.

Song 4:9 - You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart 

with one glance of your eyes, 

Isa 62:5 - as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you. 

Rev 21:2-3 - I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

Ps 45:11 - The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for he is your lord. 

Ps 45:11 (Message) – Be here – the kind is wild for you. Since he’s your lord, adore him.

Ultimate demonstration of His love – Jesus; God held back nothing so He could have relationship with us; think about it – giving up your only child; letting him give up heaven for earth – suffering a painful death – all for us

2 Cor 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Phil 2:8 - And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross! 

John 3:16 (Message) – This is how much God loved the world: He gave His son, His one and only Son.  And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in Him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.

John 3:16 (Amplified) – For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He gave up His only begotten Son, so that whoever believes in him, shall not perish, but have eternal life.

1 John 3:16 - This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

A few more scriptures on the love of God –

John 15:13-14 - Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

Rom 5:8 - But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Eph 2:4-8 - But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

Titus 3:4-5 - But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.

1 John 3:1 - How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 

1John 3:1 (Amplified) – See what an incredible quality of love the Father has given (shown, bestowed on) us, that we should be permitted to be named and called and counted as the children of God. And so we are.

1John 3:1 (Message) – What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it – we’re called children of God!  That’s who we really are.

Rom 8:38-39 (Message) – I’m absolutely convinced that nothing – nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable, - absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master, has embraced us.

Rom 8:38-39 - For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

