Walking with God

The nitty gritty of the relationship.
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We have been talking about Godly disciplines (Meditation, Prayer, Fasting, Study, Simplicity, Solitude, Submission, Service, Confession, Worship, Guidance, Celebration).  We’ve talked about sin and what it takes to avoid it (knowing God’s Grace).

· Jesus as Friend


Job 29.4  4 Oh, for the days when I was in my prime,  when God's intimate friendship blessed my house,

(See more on Friendship with God below.)

John 15:15  15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

James 2:21-25  21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

See Addendum about Jesus as our Friend at end. 

· Jesus as Brother

We, as Christians, are made in the same stuff Jesus is.

1 Corinthians 15: 46-50 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we[a] bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Romans 8:28-29  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
2 Corinthians 3:18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

Hebrews 2:10-18  In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says, 
   "I will declare your name to my brothers; 
      in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises." 13And again,  "I will put my trust in him." And again he says,  "Here am I, and the children God has given me."

· Jesus our mediator

Hebrews 7:25; Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
1 John 2:1; My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

· Other aspects of the relationship

Hebrews 12:2-3  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
1 John 3:2  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
 14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing."– Jesus (John 15:5) 

· Some aspects of our walk:

Pray continuously:  1 Thess 5:16-18  Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Luke 18:1   1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.

Genesis 5:21-24    21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23 Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Hebrews 11:5-6  By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

· We hear His voice:
John 10:1-6  "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.
John 10:25-28  Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.
Rubber meeting the road.

If you have this sort of relationship with God, how does it work for you?

How do you know his voice?

How often are you aware of Him talking with you?

Has it always been this way or are you close and far from Him at times?

How do you tell His voice from your own desires and thoughts (or ‘outside’ voices)?

Summary

God wants us as Christians to walk with Him every day. Talk with Him, praise God for who He is, what he has done in your life, share with him how you feel, what you need, what you want. God cares about you. 1 John 1: 7 says If we walk in the light as he (God is in the light), we have fellowship with one another (his people) and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin." Galatians 5:25 tells us, "Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit."

Let us as Christians walk as Enoch did. May we enjoy our God. May we know him personally and seek his will in every aspect of our life: work, family, play, hobbies. God wants to bless our lives more than anything. He wants to give us life abundantly here on earth. Listen to this promise for your life in Jeremiah 29:11, "For I know the plans I have for you, " declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." ( http://kinneymabry.blogspot.com/2007/08/walking-with-god.html )
A good example is the book “Practicing the Presence of God” by Brother Lawrance

   To practice the presence of God in the Brother Lawrence tradition we walk before God simply, in faith, with humility, and with love. We engage in a continual, silent, and affectionate conversation with Our Father. Out of love for Him, we strive to do nothing and think nothing which may displease God. [John’s addition:] And we ask Him for help for everything we lack, every thought/habit/desire that we can’t “take captive.”  

2 Corinthians 10:5   We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
The following is from:  http://www.christian-thinktank.com/friend2.html

Jesus as Friend and Companion 
(Outline for Discovery Publishing Retreat, May 1999)

Introduction 
  

It is difficult to separate this relationship from His teaching and discipling relationship with His disciples and followers. We are looking for passages that are more likely to show Jesus acting more as a friend, than a teacher (although the two are closely related, if you do it right, of course!--cf. Luke 12.4: "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more."). 
 
God, of course, manifested this aspect of His relationship in the Old Testament, most explicitly with Abraham, Moses, and Job. 
  

But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend, (Is 41.8) 


"Didst Thou not, O our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy people Israel, and give it to the descendants of Abraham Thy friend forever? (2 Chron 20.7) 
  

"and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. (Jas 2.23) 
  

"Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off. 17 And the Lord said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? (Gen 18.16) 
  

[compare: The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. (Ps 25.14) and Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways, for the LORD detests a perverse man but takes the upright into his confidence. (Prov 3.31f)] 
  

Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. (Ex 33.11) 
  

Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God's intimate friendship blessed my house, (Job 29.4) 
  
 

The Pattern of the interactions: 
  

One--Communication: He shared His inner self and communicated with them, including them in His experience. 

· He opened His inner emotional life and thoughts to them. 

And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the multitude were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 43 And calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on. (Mark 12.41ff) 
  

When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me." (John 13.21: ) 
  

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me." (Matt 26.36) 
  

Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour. (Jn 12.27) 

· He longed to share deeply meaningful moments with them. 

"And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." (Luke 22.15)

· He confronted them with major disagreements in agenda. 

And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 33 But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter, and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." (Mark 8.31f) 
  

[Cf: "If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods'" (Deut 13.6)] 

· He told them of His feelings for them. 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (John 15.12)

Two--Shared Experience: He engaged in common living and activity with them. 
  

· He celebrated with them and shared a common life. 

  
They traveled as a band together for 2-3 years, and celebrated all the Jewish festivals and simple daily life together. They shared triumphs of ministry (Luke 10.17) and the attendant tragedies (e.g., the death of John the Baptist).

· He spent time with His friends 
  

The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!' (Luke 7.34) with "And it came about that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax-gatherers and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they were following Him. 16 And when the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax-gatherers, they began saying to His disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax-gatherers and sinners?"" (Mark 2.15ff)

He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awaken him out of sleep." (John 11.11) with "Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him.(John 12.1-2)
 

Three--His Commitments "To": He expressed and lived commitments to them, and maintained a strong personal relationship with God, from which to fulfill those commitments. 
  

· He was concerned with their peace of mind 

Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. (John 14.1)

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. (John 14.27) 

(cf: "But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."" Luke 10.40ff)

· He let them know that their temporary failures did not affect His acceptance of them. 
  

Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." (Luke 22.31)

· In His commitment to them, He dealt with them daily on the basis of "today"--not on the basis of the known future failures, nor on the basis of actual past failures! 
  

He knew ahead of time that Judas would betray Him (John 6.64), that Peter would deny Him three times (Matt 26.34), and that all the disciples would desert Him at the Garden (Mt 26.31), but this did not stop Him for experiencing friendship and closeness with His followers.

His closest moments of the Supper were after repeated failures during their travels, and His closest moments at the Great Commission and in the post-resurrection appearances were after the betrayal/denial/desertions...

· He maintained a strong personal relationship with God, from which to fulfil His commitments to His friends. 

And immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the multitude away. 46 And after bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray. (Mark 6.45)

Four--He expected commitments "from": He risked "friendship failures" with them, and communicated clearly His expectations of "their side" of the friendship 

· He took intimacy risks and personal risks, trusting them, even knowing the betrayals ahead 

I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.' (John 13.18) quoting Ps 41.9: "Even my close friend, in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.
[cf. Matt 26.50: "Friend, why have you come?" or "Friend, do what you came for"] 

"For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, "Buy the things we have need of for the feast"; or else, that he should give something to the poor." (John 13.29) and "But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to poor people?" 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it." (John 12.4)

· He asked them for support in His hour of need. 
  

"Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me." (Matt 26.36)

 

· He was honest about how He felt about failed personal commitments, expecting them to be loyal friends. 
  

"And they came to a place named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, "Sit here until I have prayed." 33 And He took with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be very distressed and troubled. 34 And He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watch." 35 And He went a little beyond them, and fell to the ground, and began to pray that if it were possible, the hour might pass Him by. 36 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt." 37 And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? (Mark 14.32)

· He confronted them with major disagreements in agenda. 

"And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 33 But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter, and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." (Mark 8.31f)
Walking with Jesus – from the Navigator’s Website.

http://www.navigators.org/us/ministries/womennet/articles/windows/Current%20Year/August%202006/items/Walking%20With%20Jesus

(I made this somewhat more gender unspecific – John)

1.    Walk with Jesus with a friend: Most of us walk with our husbands or wives as partners in ministry, but as men and women we need something extra. A Friend! Make sure that he or she is trustworthy and loves the Lord above all. Don’t be a lone ranger!   
2.    Walk with Jesus because you are personally touched by Jesus’ ministry. Not out of duty, but out of love and thanksgiving. You can never pay Him for what He did for you.

3.    Walk with Him by forgiving yourself. Some of us, saved by Jesus’ sacrifice, walk in the past instead of in the present with Jesus. God already forgave your sins and gave you eternal life. So stop playing the video of past sins in your mind and forgive yourself! God has already forgotten your sins . . . so should you!

4.    Walk with a serving heart. It is so easy to walk with Christ when we walk to serve Him. He served us first! Can you imagine what would have happened to the twelve tribes of Israel if Rebekah had said, “I don’t do camels”?

5.    Walk devoted to Him one day at a time, and don’t lose your focus. Devotion means to be set apart for a specific purpose or use . . . to be loyal. Are you determined to be devoted to Him so that He can use you? I have seen examples of men and women in our Nav ministry that have experienced terrible loss in their lives, prodigal children, and financial oppression. Yet they remain devoted to Him and are an encouragement to others.

6.    Walk determined to pay the cost. As Christians, accepting the challenges is just the beginning. Dying to self is the second step! Don’t look back! Count the current blessings. God cannot use pillars of salt! Is your vision like Jesus’. . .  to win the world for the Father? He paid with His life.

7.    Walk by giving Him your best. Dorcas sewed, Mary gave her Son, Mary of Bethany gave Him her perfume, and Martha cooked. What can you give?

8.    Walk as an obedient witness of Jesus. Witnessing affirms God’s presence in your life, and the results are His. The woman at the well had more to lose than you and me, and yet she witnessed. And how!

9.    Walk in prayer! This is the most important thing you can do. Prayer sustains the well-being of your soul. Make prayer your spiritual breakfast. 

10.    “Walk the talk.” I am a Christian. So what?! Those Christians and non-Christians around you are watching you to imitate you. You are “IT” to many who are lost. I want to encourage you to take off your shoes and put on the sandals of the Savior: get your feet dirty!

