Kinship Message:

How does Works and Faith (and Grace) Work  together?

Complied by John Ensworth (references at bottom)
Matthew and Simon are both Christians in the same church, but they have different expectations in their day-to-day relationship with God.

Matthew has been taught that daily duties are extremely important if he wants to grow as a Christian. He therefore sets his alarm for 6:00am and gets up soon after it rings. He may be feeling like a piece of chewed string, but he refuses to let that deter him and rob him of the hour he has got to spend with God.  “Jesus expects me to follow His example,” he says to himself:  

Mark 1:35  Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.
Matthew reads through the Bible passage for the day, prays for the people on his prayer list and goes off to work.  He hopes that he is impressing God as he replaces his desires for physical comfort - a cozy bed and extra sleep- with spiritual activities. The church leaders all know that he is serious about his relationship with God and Matthew feels sure that God will bless him for his devotion.

Simon hates spiritual discipline! He rarely sets his alarm, but is he does, the chances are that when it wakes him up, he will switch it off, turn over and go straight back to sleep!  If he has had a particularly late night, he will  not think twice about staying in bed until the last possible minute, “I’m under grace, so I don’t need to go through all those stuffy spiritual rituals, “ he says to himself and then quotes Galatians 5:1

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Simon involves himself in church activities and evangelism but has no time for anything which has the merest whiff of legalism attached to it. He does read the Bible and pray - but not on a regular basis.  Spiritual endeavors like this can be done anywhere. They have to be fitted round his many other pursuits and frequently get left out altogether.  The church leaders see Simon as an easy-going Christian and he rejoices that he is free in Christ not to engage in rigid daily routines. 

What do you think of these two Christians?

Is one ‘more right’ in their walk than the other?

Which is most like you?
The trouble is, neither Matthew nor Simon has got it right.

Matthew thinks that he is disciplined when he is, in fact, bound by legalism. He may have a superb relationship with his Bible and prayer list, but may be taken off guard if you asked “Tell me about your relationship with Jesus.”

The overriding concern with him lies not so much in “enjoying Jesus” as in “having a regular time.”  If honest with you, he might tell you that his devotional times are actually thoroughly boring.  But these are tasks a Christian should do and good feelings are secondary in importance.

Simon, on the other hand, thinks that he is free from legalism when he is, in fact, at the mercy of indiscipline. He covers his tracks by being involved in all sorts of Christian activities, but lacks depth of character and tends to be very shallow in his understanding of God.  He might find himself uneasy if you asked him “What has Jesus been saying to you recently?”

Simon never really spends long enough time with Jesus to find out what He is saying. He rarely stops and questions if he is actually doing what God wants. Rather, he assumes that if an activity seems right, then it is probably OK with God to do it.

If he were honest with you, Simon would tell you that behind the scenes, his Christian life is really something of an aimless mess. He doesn’t have the discipline to work on the purpose and direction of his life. 

He says “You must be yourself” and “The early Church didn’t have Bibles” - But he fails to realize that the early Church was devoted to the apostles’ teaching, told to treat doctrine very seriously and encouraged to guard the gospel which they received.

Be Disciplined

Paul writing to Timothy about soldiers and athletes:

2 Tim 2:4-6 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules.  6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.

They reach their goals through discipline as Christians must.

Discipline - is it done to impress God?

Discipline - is it done because it is our duty?

Without discipline, we won’t make time to be with the One we love.

Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,

What did Paul think once:

Phil 3:4b-6  If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.

Why did Paul continue to work after he met Jesus?

James 2:21-22  Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. 

Now  to Paul vs. James  - GOTO Page 14

Paul tells us:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. -Ephesians 2:8,9 

"For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law." [Rom 3:28 NASB]

But we are also told by James: 
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  -James 2:14

"You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone" [James 2:24 NRSV] 


Faith or Works or Both?
Too often in the faith/works debate, the participants selectively quote Scripture to prove their point. Any realistic interpretation must be consistent with all of Scripture. 

Salvation by Faith (Alone?)
For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law. (Rm 3:28) 
NB: this is the passage for which Luther took the editorial liberty of inserting "alone" after "faith". 

So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. (Rm 11:5-6) 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God-- not because of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

he saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit (Tit 3:5) 

who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, (2 Tim 1:9) 

NB: In Romans, Paul is talking about "works of the law," that is the Jewish law. 

Works Required

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. (Mt 7:21) 

Mt 25:31-44-- At the Last Judgment, the Lord judges the sheep and the goats based on what they have done. 

The good man out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. (Lk 6:45) 

Jesus answered him, "If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. (Jn 14:23) 

``For he will render to every man according to his works'' (Rm 2:6) 

There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. (Rm 2:11) 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working through love. (Gal 5:6) 

to lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col 1:10) 

Take care, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ``today,'' that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if only we hold to our first confidence firm to the end,... (Hebrews 3:13-14) 

You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. (James 2:24) 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who keep his commandments abide in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given us. (1 Jn 3:23-24) 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. (Rev 20:12) 

Grace Alone

While "faith alone" is invalid, "grace alone" still applies: the works we do are originate in God and are energized by him. This is entirely distinct from the "man clawing himself into heaven" works envisioned by Protestants quoting Eph 2:8-9. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: 

1996 Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace is favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life. [Cf. Jn 1:12-18 ; Jn 17:3 ; Rom 8:14-17 ; 2Pet 1:3-4.] 

1997 Grace is a participation in the life of God. It introduces us into the intimacy of Trinitarian life: by Baptism the Christian participates in the grace of Christ, the Head of his Body. As an "adopted son" he can henceforth call God "Father," in union with the only Son. He receives the life of the Spirit who breathes charity into him and who forms the Church. 

Dashboard example:

Your God energized and directed works are an indication of the trust and faith you have in Jesus and your relationship with him. They are like the warning lights on a dashboard. When they go on (you don’t have works in your life) there is something wrong with the engine, but they don’t break the engine when they go on. A high temp light does not overheat the motor. 

CONCLUSION

Our Works?  What do we do?  Do we still sever God?  

John 14:9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?


John 5:19  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

Because we know who we are in Him, we naturally want to do what the Father is doing just like He did.  

I’ve heard it said, the Father directs, the Son opens the way for us to the Father, and the Spirit empowers the actions or works he has had prepared for us since the beginning of time.  


Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Why NOT do what we see the Father doing?  

Why do extra, above and beyond, what the Father is doing?

But how can we NOT want to do the works we are created for? Just nothing more, and not to impress Him or earn salvation.  He is impressed with Jesus whom we are hidden within and salvation was bought on the cross.
END

The following articles are bits and pieces I found in my Web research. I do NOT profess that these are accurate (like I hope the stuff above here is) or even good theology (as I also hope the stuff above here is)- they are just food for thought.

Paul and James: Compare or Contrast? 
The controversy between the messages of Paul and James begins long before Biblical scholars look at the Letter of James. The first conflict is described in the book of Acts. But are they really in conflict? James’ message is certainly different than that of Paul, and we should not try to make them one and the same. Martin Luther seemed to think that James contradicted Paul; modern scholars question that view. Even in Acts we can see that James and Paul are reaching to different people, and like good preachers everywhere, are adapting what they say so it can be heard by their respective congregations. 

Acts 15 is the story of the Council at Jerusalem, where the leadership decided that Gentiles were not required to be circumcised in order to become Christians. Circumcision was closely linked to following Jewish law. The strict view is that it is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the Law of Moses –Acts 15:5. Paul responds with the evidence of the wonders done among Gentiles, people who are not circumcised, and are not keeping the law. It is James who proposes the compromise—that Gentiles should abstain from food offered idols, strangled foods, and from blood, and from fornication. When Paul visits James in Acts 21:17-26, we discover that the Jews of Palestine are following the law, while the Jews of the diaspora are not. 

Painter suggests that early Christians varied widely on the view of the law. The most conservative, who are identified as Pharisees—and believers—in Acts 15, suggest that Christianity is a part of Judaism, and thus is bound by the law (P74). The other extreme is described in 1 Corinthians: Christians who felt bound by NO laws (P77). Neither James nor Paul supported either of these positions. Yet this does not mean they agreed. James seems to have believed that Jews were bound to the law; Paul apparently did not follow the law himself, and argues that it is not necessary to salvation (P76). 

Paul’s point is that only faith in Jesus Christ that is necessary for salvation. Fifteen centuries later the church seems to have missed this, and Martin Luther turns to Paul to remedy the situation. It is Luther’s focus on grace that makes him decide that James was contradicting Paul, and thus a lesser scripture (J197). Link to more on Luther and James. But Paul’s commitment to grace and James’ support of law are both the convictions of first century Jewish-Christians with roots in Palestinian Judaism (J180).

What, then, is Paul’s understanding of Law? How does James understand faith? Because of the conflict described in Acts, we look for conflict in their letters (P265). Yet James style and outlook is quite similar to that of Paul (J180). What will we find when we look for similarities rather than contradictions?

It is a mistake to presume that James is not concerned with faith. Despite our general understanding that the letter is about works, James writes about faith from beginning to end. “Deeds do not replace faith, they complete it” (J198). The letter uses the word faith 16 times, although not so much to develop a theology, as to consider the practical implications of a life of faith (H95). Yet it is clear that James wants us to know that the implication of faith IS works.

In this sense Painter is correct in arguing that James is not denying Paul’s contention that we are justified by faith, but he is opposed to the idea that we are justified by faith alone (P265). So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead –James 2:17. It is not that faith is unimportant, but rather that faith without works is not faith at all. James' concern is that faith and works must be unified (T53), his goal is completeness and integrity. And for James, complete faith is obedience to the Law (H91). It is our actions at living out the law that reveals our faith (J197). Interestingly, this is the same message as Galatians 5:6. The only thing that counts is faith working through love.
While James talks about the works of faith (James 2:22), rather than the works of the law (J197), there is no question that James has a focus on law that could unsettle the Pauline Christian (W93). James is clearly describing Christianity as an ethical religion, that we are called to observe the whole law (W126). Paul makes similar arguments, but in the end concludes that we cannot succeed at following the law. Paul proclaims that the good news of Jesus Christ is that it is our faith, not our works that justify us before God.

And it is the idea of justification that is important to Paul. He certainly agrees that active faith is demonstrated by our good works (P269). His argument is that those works cannot save us. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law (Romans 3:28). Paul uses Abraham as an example of how even a person of good works is justified by his faith rather than actions. In Romans 4 Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 to argue that Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. The point for Paul is related to the circumcision debate—Abraham is reckoned as righteous before he is circumcised. 

James is not interested in circumcision, but uses Genesis 15:6 as well. James’ argument, however, is that it is Abraham’s works that reckoned him as righteous.

Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. –James 2:21-22

Some have argued that this shows that James is written in response to Paul’s letters; that James is refuting Paul’s theology. Painter argues instead that this is evidence that the letter of James is a later document, written in response to believers who interpreted Paul’s theology as acceptance of faith apart from works (P268). What is certain is that both Paul and James accept Abraham as a model for modern Christians, and as a righteous man who had faith and good works. Link to more about Abraham, Rahab, faith and works.  
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/james/Background/biblical.htm#abraham

For James, faith without works is dead. For Paul, we are justified by faith alone. James believes we demonstrate our faith by living out the law. Paul believes that the grace of Jesus Christ frees us from living out the law. We do not know whether James is calling believers to follow the ritual law that developed with Pharisaic Judaism, but from Acts we see that he was willing to require a lesser law for Gentile believers. We do not know whether Paul ever saw the letter of James, but from 1 Corinthians and elsewhere we see that he is not calling for Christians to give up ethical living. 

Certainly Paul and James would agree that we cannot say to a person without food “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” unless we are willing to supply their bodily needs. For indeed, what is the good of that? -James 2:16

Does Salvation result from Works or from Faith?

An analytical answer by Don W. Stoner
We are told by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” -Ephesians 2:8,9 (all quotations will be taken from the KJV) 

But we are also told by James: 
“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?” -James 2:14 

Here, as with many apparent contradictions in the Bible, the difficulty disappears when we critically examine the possible meanings of the terms (words) used. Once we know the different possible meanings of those terms, we can examine their usage, in Scriptural context, to determine which of the possible definitions was originally intended. 

In the question of whether salvation comes by works or faith, we first need to get a clear understanding of what the term “faith” (and its synonym “belief”) really means. Looking up “faith” and “belief” in an unabridged dictionary, such as Webster’s, reveals that they both have about a half dozen possible definitions. Further, except for the modern legal usage of the term “faith,” the two words are virtually interchangeable. 

Although the words, themselves, are interchangeable, their definitions are not. The first thing we need to do is get a clear understanding of what differences exist between the different definitions so we will not confuse them with each other. There are two different definitions which we need to understand particularly well. 

First, the terms “faith” and “belief” can be used to mean: “To hold to be true, unwaveringly.” A non-biblical example of this kind of belief can be found in the story of Peter Pan. In order to save Tinkerbell, children hearing the story must convince themselves that fairies exist and shout, “I believe in fairies.” This sort of belief has been suggested as a model for what is required for salvation in the Biblical sense. For our discussion we will refer to this definition of belief as, “definition one.” 

The other definition of “faith” and “belief” that we must consider is: “To trust in or rely on.” A non-biblical example of this definition would be “belief” in the U.S. Dollar. In this example, the question of whether or not Dollars exist is not an issue; a person’s level of trust in the Dollar is what matters. A person who “believes” in the Dollar, in this sense, will probably not be selling his Dollars to buy Swiss Francs or Japanese Yen. This sort of belief has also been suggested as a model for what is required for salvation. Here we will refer to this as “definition two.” 

Now that we have a clear understanding of the differences between these two definitions for “faith” or “belief,” we are ready to examine the Scriptures. When we apply these two possible definitions to individual verses, the surrounding context can tell us which definition is correct. We will start with John 3:16. Correct understanding of this verse is very important because the verse is foundational to Christianity. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. “ -John 3:16 

As we learn from the first three verses of John, chapter three, the speaker is Jesus and he is addressing a man named Nicodemus who came to Him at night. When Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must “believe” in the Son of God, the question of whether or not Jesus exists is never an issue. Nicodemus is standing right in front of Jesus and can verify that for himself. Instead, Jesus is telling Nicodemus that he must trust what Jesus is saying about Himself. What is important is whether or not Nicodemus will rely on Jesus – not whether he believes Jesus exists. Belief in the sense of "definition two," not "definition one," is what Jesus requests here. 

Next we will examine a verse from James: “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” –James 2:19 

Here we are reminded that the question of God’s existence is not an issue to the devils. Their “belief ,“ in this sense, is unwavering. Here James is telling us that the kind of “faith” specified by "definition one," although good, is no more than what the devils possess. It is not enough to usher in salvation. This is why James says: 

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?” –James 2:14 

We can see from context that James is using "definition one" for his meaning for the term “faith.” This kind of “faith” cannot save anyone. James provides some more information in verse 18: 

“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.” –James 2:18 

Here James reminds us that the kind of “faith” which is required for salvation will produce actions. Returning to our non-biblical example, a man who is selling his Dollars to buy gold, proves, by his actions, that he does not “believe” (definition two) in U.S. Dollars as much as he believes in gold. James’ argument is that a man’s actions will tell us where his trust (belief - definition two) really resides. The kind of faith which the devils possess (definition one) can stand alone, apart from works, but the other kind cannot. 

Finally, let’s examine Paul’s statement about faith in his letter to the Ephesians: 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” –Ephesians 2:8,9 

Let’s suppose that I intend to give you a Dollar; I hold it out and offer it to you. Because you believe the Dollar has value, you reach out your arm and take it, making it yours. Your physical action of acceptance shows that you believe the Dollar has value; but that action is not enough work that you could claim to have earned the Dollar. It is still my gift to you. What Paul is telling us is that no matter how much work our faith (definition two) causes us to do, it will never be enough to earn the gift of salvation. That is still a gift that we can never claim to have earned. 

In conclusion, are we saved by works? Certainly not. The works, which our faith (definition two) demands, could never pay for salvation. Are we saved by faith? Faith (definition one) will not save us; but faith (definition two) is the means God has chosen for delivering his free gift. 

Summary

There are two different meanings for the terms "faith" and "belief." 

1. The sense implied by "belief in fairies" where the individual has never seen a fairy and must decide whether or not they exist. 

2. The sense implied by "belief in the Dollar" where the question of existence is considered settled, but the question of trust remains. 

In John 3:16, where Jesus addresses the need for "belief," the question of existence is settled because Jesus is standing physically in front of his audience Nicodemus. This leaves the question of "trust" for Nicodemus to consider. What James, chapter two, is getting at is that settling the question of existence is insufficient to save a man. Even the devils have this kind of faith - and tremble (verse 19). Correctly settling the question of "trust" is also necessary for salvation. 


Faith and Works

"You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone" [James 2:24 NRSV] 

"For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law." [Rom 3:28 NASB] 



"'Faith without works is dead,' we are reminded. Quite true. But then what follows is usually some long and dreary description of works and what we should be about, as though the way to revive a dead faith were by putting up a good-works front. If the faith is dead, it is the faith that must be revived. No amount of works will do it." [Gerhard O. Forde in Christian Spirituality: Five Views of Sanctification, Intervarsity 1988]



And so it goes around and around. We are justified by faith and not works--but faith without works is dead--but we are justified by faith--but faith without works is dead... 

So an understanding results which seems to satisfy both views: we are justified by faith and works naturally result. The lack of works is a symptom of the lack of faith. 

However, when someone states this idea, I often have a nagging doubt whether they really mean it deep down. Perhaps it's the perception of a subtle difference in emphasis. I've had a hard time putting this doubt into words--until I ran across the following:

In faith, man stands before God in the light of grace. For him, even at his best, there is no other possibility. Hence, for Luther, good works are not determinative of one's relation to God; they follow from faith as day follows night, as good fruit comes from a good tree. Where there are no works, there is no faith; the seriousness and joy of belonging to God are not known. But the temptation of the believer is to look at the works which he does in faith and suddenly to reinstitute works and merit as a new form of slavery in the very citadel of the freedom of the Gospel. For Luther, the ethical rigor of the New Testament and of the law should convince the Christian that he, too, is still sinner. Moreover, the very looking at one's works spoils them. Genuine works point to God, not self. This is why Luther can declare that, apart from faith, all works are nothing but "truly wicked and damnable sins." On the external, moral level, they may be better than other courses of action. But in terms of their total orientation, that is, in terms of one's status before God, they are of no effect. On that level, everything is a matter of relationship, a relationship into which man enters by virtue of God's unaccountable activity. Confronted by God, man cannot depend on a combination of works and faith, or faith and works, but only in faith not without works, or of faith active in love. The Christian is to live and to struggle, to be a Christ to his neighbor, and above all to trust God. 

- Introduction to Martin Luther: Selections from his writings, John Dillenberger, Anchor Books, 1991, p xxix. 

One LDS [Mormon] Usenet writer brought up the distinction between "Good works for the wrong reason" and "good works for the right reason"-- the former being good works done for the purpose of earning a reward ("wages" in the language of Romans). Luther also supports this distinction. The question for me, however, is whether it is even possible to do "good works for the right reason" if one believes that the result of these works affects ones standing with God. I wonder whether it is possible to have faith and at the same time believe that works affect ones ultimate standing. 

Marcus Borg, in a footnote to Jesus: A new vision, Harper Collins, 1987, p 117, wrote: 

[H. Richard] Neibuhr [in The Responsible Self] argues that our view of the "ultimate context" or "total environment" in which we live...decisively affects our response to life. He explicitly lists and analyzes four possibilities of seeing reality[:] as indifferent, as hostile, as requiring appeasement and as "friend". 

The danger in all consideration of works is the development of a view of ultimate reality (God) as "requiring appeasement". It is such a world view that has lead to abuses in Christianity frequently cited by our opponents. 

But how does belief relate to world view? That is, how does "belief in God" lead one to a view that reality is friendly? The short answer is that it does not! 

In another footnote, Borg [ibid. p 35] wrote: 

...the term "faith" has thus undergone a subtle but decisive shift in meaning in the modern period. For many people, faith now means "believing in the existence of God." In earlier times, it didn't take "faith" to believe that God existed--almost everybody took that for granted. Rather, "faith" had to do with one's relationship to God--whether one trusted in God. The difference between faith as "belief in something that may or may not exist" and faith as "trusting in God" is enormous. The first is a "matter of the head," the second a "matter of the heart"; the first can leave one unchanged, the second intrinsically brings change. 

If we hold the view that works affect our standing with God, then there is a reservation in trust; we cannot be sure of our standing since it relies on our works. There is an inherent tension between we who are striving and God who is withholding, or judging. While an absolute view that "God is Just" may be some comfort in that it supports the idea that "no good deed will go unrewarded" and that we are not wasting time and effort, it offers little hope when we don't feel at a spiritual high point and don't feel full of love and the desire to do good deeds. 

But through faith, we are changed. We trust God and do not need to worry about appeasing him with works. This trust obliterates feelings that we have a responsibility to take some action so that our status in the afterlife is optimized. To put it one way, it takes us from the bondage of human religion and places us in the freedom of the Kingdom of God. 

Now get back to work!

Are we Saved By Faith Only?
The doctrine is commonly taught in the world that a person is saved the very moment he believes in Jesus Christ, that he is saved without any further acts of obedience. The New Testament book called James has much to say on the subject of faith and works. For example: "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone" James 2: 17. 

Misunderstood possibly as much as any other part of the Bible doctrine is the essentiality of good works to salvation. People confuse the good works of the gospel which the Bible clearly defines as essential, with the works of the law of Moses, or the meritorious works of men in an effort to earn salvation. 

The Bible does not teach that people are saved by works of the Old Testament law of Moses, for we read in Romans Chapter 3, verse 20, that "by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight". From Colossians Chapter 2, verse 14, we learn that the law of Moses was nailed to the cross of Christ and is no longer bound upon anyone. We know that the only hope for salvation for lost humanity today is through the gospel of Christ. We do not propose to be saved by the works of the law, but through the works of faith and the labor of love in obedience to Christ. 

While the Bible says: "By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified", it also says in James Chapter 2, verse 24: "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified and not by faith only." 'These works then must not be the works of the law, but are the works of faith revealed in the gospel of Christ. The law of Moses is dead and its works mean nothing today, but the works of the gospel mean much. 

A person is saved by the blood of Christ, through the grace of God. He is not saved by faith alone, but through obedience to the commandments of Christ. Jesus became "the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him" Hebrews 5: 9. This does not mean that the obedient soul earns, merits, or deserves salvation, but that he qualifies for the mercy and the grace of the Lord, who according to his mercy saves us "by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost" Titus 3: 5. 

The Bible makes it clear in that same passage that while we are being saved through the washing of regeneration (or baptism) and the renewing of the Holy Ghost that it is not by works done in righteousness which we have done ourselves. But if we do not submit ourselves to the righteousness of God in obedience to his word, we cannot be saved. 

There are many Bible passages that show the essentiality of faith, that we are saved by faith, justified by it, and so on. Every one of these passages is to be believed and accepted. But there is one similar thing about all these passages on faith, not one single passage ever says we are saved by faith only. There are not such passages in the Bible. 

Here is a great point to remember: Never in any age or dispensation in human history has God saved man by faith alone. God has always required faith and obedience. No other formula for salvation has ever worked. None ever will. Jesus said: "'He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" Mark 16: 16. It is faith plus obedience. This is the embodiment of the principle under which God has always worked in saving man. It is utter folly to expect him to make an exception to the rule now and save anyone by faith only and without obedience. 
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