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Opening Riddle: The Miracle of Forgiveness

Mark 2:7-11 (Wey) "Why does this man use such words?" they said; "He is blaspheming. Who can pardon sins but One--that is, God?"... Jesus asked them, "Which is easier?--to say to this paralytic, 'Your sins are pardoned,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your mat, and walk?' But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to pardon sins"--He turned to the paralytic, and said, "To you I say, 'Rise, take up your mat and go home.'" 

Conditional Forgiveness

Mat 6:12 (TEB) "Forgive us the wrongs that we have done, as we forgive the wrongs others have done us." 

Luke 6:37 (NIV) "...Forgive, and you will be forgiven." 

Mat 6:14-15 (NIV) "For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But, if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins." 

  Assuming the teaching of Mat 6:15 and other such verses is understood and acknowledged as true, rather than emphasize the need to forgive in this Bible study--i.e., the law--we will instead look at five cheap substitutes or impediments to forgiveness, and then at what real forgiveness is, how to attain it, and how to remain in it. And we may find that forgiveness is more difficult, and more easy, than we first thought. 

Sin Is Only Human...

  What is natural to "the flesh" (the carnal nature) when we have been hurt or abused or insulted is to strike back, to plot revenge, or to simmer in bitterness. This is "only human". But God requires forgiveness, else He will NOT forgive us. If we are unwilling--or unable--to forgive, then there is no use asking God for what He has told us He will not give. For believers, dealing with the sin of unforgiveness is first priority. 

Mark 11:25 (NIV) "And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 

  As a way to test the veracity of the following points, let us consider forgiveness in the most radical sense we can. Think of something truly wicked that has been done to you or someone you love, not by accident or error but deliberately and with malice--where you have come right up against evil and the pain caused by it in your own emotions. 

1) What Forgiveness Is Not: Play Acting For Show...

  Remember when as a child you were forced by some adult to "forgive" someone who was first forced to "say sorry" to you? Is this really repentance by the perpetrator... or forgiveness by the victim? Well, perhaps so--in a few rare cases. But let us be honest and acknowledge that this charade by children is more often a temporary cessation of hostilities for the sake of the grown-ups, with the full intent to do more of the same violence (and not get caught) and/or get revenge later--when beyond the adult's watchful eye. 

  Adults force children through this ritual because strife in a family or group of kids is an unbearable pain; and they want to teach. Play-acting does give at least a temporary reprieve. But God's pain is more acute when He sees our strife with each other, and His solution aims a little deeper than mere words or mimicry or delay or coating over. For He is aiming not at hypocritical play-acting, but at truth from the inside out. 

  This childish pantomime of "forgiveness" often carries into adulthood as a superficial substitute for the real thing. We think by "saying so", it is so. But is God fooled by such? Is there ever a place where we can escape His penetrating gaze? Does He not see the secret meditation of revenge or the bitter hatred behind the nice smile? Since when is He impressed with mere words when hearts do not match? 

Mark 7:6 (Phi) Jesus replied, "You hypocrites, Isaiah described you beautifully when he wrote: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.' These teachings are but rules made by men." 

2) Is Denial Forgiveness?

  The inability to really forgive is often due to a false concept that "forgetting is forgiving". Forgetting is NOT forgiving. To be sure, if we forgive we will forget as a result. But the reverse is not true: forgetting is not forgiving--it is denial. 

Ps 51:6 (NAS) Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being... 

  If we attempt to achieve a bogus forgiveness by deliberately putting "out of mind" the offense, we might be fooling ourselves and others that we have "forgiven". But all of the emotions and plots and hurt are still there--only held back by force of will in deliberated denial. But then we see "that person" again and all the bitterness and pain rise up again within us. Or, in the off moment--when such mental gymnastics cannot be maintained--we catch ourselves in an elaborate meditation of revenge or fit of rage and anger. Then we see just how deep and effective this sort of "forgiveness" is. 

  A mind "bent" by denial has a nasty habit of "snapping back" in the worst of moments. 

1 Jn 2:9 (Wey) Any one who professes to be in the light and yet hates his brother is still in darkness. 

  Denial is merely a delusion: flimsy, fake, and shallow. Forgiveness is real: robust and solid and deep. It is not an avoiding of the truth, but a dealing with it squarely, however painful. 

  Consider God's perspective. Nothing is hidden from His sight: the evil intent, the hidden lust, the damage done, the choosing of that which is wrong, etc. And yet He is the author and originator of forgiveness. If we are going to really forgive, we are going to have to do it His way: with our eyes open. 

  For those God chooses to forgive, He will "forget" their sins, "remembering them no more". But let us not accuse the omniscient God of not knowing something or of being ignorant of any fact. He has told us that nothing is beyond His sight. Rather let us understand the "figure of speech" and spiritual dynamic of how God forgives. 

Heb 8:12 (NIV) "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 

  The order here is essential. Forgiveness first, forgetting second. Until real forgiveness takes place, the offense is "in our faces" as regards that person, and it is the same with God. The sin comes between us, and cannot be "forgotten" until dealt with. If and when we enter into true forgiveness, we can then regard the person without the "offense" looming first and foremost between us. 

Isa 43:25 (NIV) "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." 

3) Impediments To Forgiveness: The Lure Of Sin

  Another impediment to forgiveness is that bitterness, revenge, hatred, etc. have a perverted sort of appeal. Who has not felt the intoxicating lure of a grandiose meditation of scorching retribution? While we know this is wrong, it sure is great fun in the moment to fondle such thoughts. 

Eph 4:26-27,31 (NIV) "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold... Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 

4) Vengeance Is The Lord's... But Only If He Acts As My Agent?

Rom 12:19 (NIV) Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 

  Surely God has more power to pour wrath on our enemies than we do, and He surely sees the evil done all to clearly. So the thought may strike us to let Him do the dirty work. But when we think this through, it may not turn out as the carnal man within us might like. For let us face the plain fact that God has this habit of forgiving people and extending great mercy, at least for the time being. 

  So... we may not see fire from heaven come down to consume those we wish would receive God's vengeance. It is not that He is letting them off by some magic or deflection of mind, it is just that He may take the painful punishment Himself. 

Prov 24:17 (NAS) Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles. 

Mat 5:44-45 (NEB) "But what I tell you is this: love your enemies and pray for your persecutors; only so can you be like children of your heavenly Father, who makes his sun rise on good and bad alike, and sends the rain on the honest and the dishonest. If you love only those who love you, what reward can you expect? Surely the tax-gatherers do as much as that. And if you greet only your brothers, what is there extraordinary about that? Even the heathen do as much. There must be no limit to your goodness, as your heavenly Father's goodness knows no bounds." 

  Let us "count the cost" of letting God deal with our "enemies". He may bless them, prosper them, and save their eternal souls, rather than strike them dead with a lightning bolt. For this is what God is like, and what He is "up to" just now. And this may not satisfy our sense of what should happen. If we "let go and let God", He may well forgive and bless and love those we have plotted against and smoldered in hatred for, and even give us this same "foolish" (1 Cor 1:25) mindset. 

Luke 17:3-5 (Phi) "So be careful how you live. If your brother offends you, take him to task about it, and if he is sorry, forgive him. Yes, if he wrongs you seven times in one day and turns to you and says, 'I am sorry' seven times, you must forgive him. And the apostles said to the Lord, 'give us more faith.'" 

5) Is Real Forgiveness Humanly Possible?

  It has been said, "To err is human, to forgive divine." There is a truth in this. 

Luke 7:49 (GLT) And those reclining with Him began to say within themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 

  For what "seems right to a man" (Prov 16:25) is revenge. If the offense is not avenged, will not the perpetrator be sanctioned in his behavior to do more of the same? What about justice and fairness? Does forgiveness even "work" at a mere human level? What would happen to our society if everyone REALLY did this? Is "loving our enemies" something that appeals to our sensibilities? Does it even make any sense to the natural man? 

Which Is Easier? 

  Perhaps the greatest impediment to forgiveness is the idea that we could actually do it on our own, that it is a human quality. Consider that we are as capable, and likely, to supernaturally heal someone in our own strength... as to be able to forgive them. For which is easier? 

Mat 9:5-6 (NIV) Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins..." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 

What Only God Can Do

  When God says we should do something that is reasonably within our power, then we can mistake our own carnal self-efforts for Spirit-led obedience. But when we hear Him say something impossible or impractical like "be perfect" (Mat 5:48) we despair and realize that it will only be by grace that we are saved, through faith in Him who alone has the qualities God requires. For this is "God stuff" we are talking about here. If "perfection" is not given to us from Christ, we will never get it on our own. 

John 15:5 (NKJ) "...For without Me you can do nothing." 

  On the scale of things Jesus told us we must do, perhaps just below His demand of "perfection" as being impossible to attain in our own resources... is forgiveness. 

  Let us recognize that only God can forgive. It is not humanly possible. If we "get it" at all, it will be by God's very nature being imputed to us. And right here is the secret to real forgiveness. It is divine. 

Luke 5:20-21 (NIV) When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

  Experiencing God

It is assumed that every believer will have had some experience at true forgiveness, even if vicariously through a movie or book or story. And in the range of human emotion, true forgiveness ranks as one of the sweetest and most pleasurable that a human can feel. Corrie Ten Boom called this after-effect of forgiveness "a flood of joy and peace". The burden of bitterness is removed, there is a supernatural "rightness" to it, conflict is replaced with resonance, and love floods in where hatred once ruled. This is no accident, it is the very nature of God coursing through us. It is grace at work. For the only way to truly forgive is to have His life in us. All else is play-acting, denial, or capitulation to sin. 

May we be encouraged all the more to this aspect of "Christ in us", now that we have tasted and seen that the Lord is good. 

While many Christians are off chasing bogus revivals and spiritual hucksters making self-claims to be "anointed" or chasing some wind of doctrine to get some splash of spiritual thrill, what often goes untried is God's way of obedience. Want to experience God? FORGIVE. Want to feel His presence and power coursing through your body in a thrilling moment of supernatural encounter? Forgive. 

What Comes Naturally To The Spirit In Us

Mat 6:12 (NIV) Forgive us our debts, AS WE also have forgiven our debtors. 

  In other words, this forgiveness stuff should be expected as normal and intuitive for Christians. And it is. As an analogy, grace working in us through the power of the Holy Spirit is like water pressure from a faucet, where we are a hose through which that water should flow. If we are attached, the power is not ours; but the waters of life can course in and through us as we are connected to the source. 

  Occasionally, though, forgiveness can become elusive--even seemingly impossible. The hose has gotten "kinked" somehow. It is not as if God has failed, or that we do not know better, or what should happen, we just cannot, for some reason, enter into obedience. If this is the case, here is some practical Biblical advice to again find the flow of God's nature and Spirit in and through you. For the way of forgiveness should be "second nature" for those born again. 

Remember What We Have Been Forgiven From!

Mat 18:21-27 (NIV) Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go." 

Mat 18:28-35 (NIV) "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. His fellow-servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow-servant just as I had on you?' In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

  Where this servant failed, then, is in FORGETTING the merciful treatment His master gave him. He FORGOT the great sin he was forgiven of. 

2 Pet 1:9 (NAS) ...For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

  Let us not make the same mistake. Let us make sure to remember our salvation from former sins, even if it means some people (who think they are serving God!) accuse us of being "negative". 

  Various people and teachers will have various opinions and advice about forgiveness. But by Biblical revelation, not remembering appears to be the MAJOR reason for "kinking" the supernatural flow of forgiveness in our lives. Are we less in need of forgiveness than those we are judging and holding in unforgiveness? Really? Have we so quickly forgotten the great mercy God has shown us when we needed it? 

Luke 18:9-14 (NIV) To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God..." 

Mat 5:21-22 (NIV) "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment..." 

1Sam 16:7 (NIV) ...The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 

Authorized By Grace... We Can Do What God Does

Col 3:12-13 (Jer) You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. 

1 Pet 2:21-23 (NEB) To that you were called, because Christ suffered on your behalf, and thereby left you an example; it is for you to follow in his steps. He committed no sin, he was convicted of no falsehood; when he was abused he did not retort with abuse, when he suffered he uttered no threats, but committed his cause to the One who judges justly. 

1 Pet 3:9 (NEB) Do not repay wrong with wrong, or abuse with abuse; on the contrary, retaliate with blessing, for a blessing is the inheritance to which you yourselves have been called. 

Luke 6:27-37 (NRS) "But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you... Do to others as you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same... But love your enemies, do good... and your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful... Forgive, and you will be forgiven." 

Eph 4:31-32 (Phi) Let there be no more bitter resentment or anger, no more shouting or slander, and let there be no bad feeling of any kind among you. Be kind to each other, be compassionate. Be as ready to forgive others as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you. 

Heb 12:15 (Jer) Be careful that no one is deprived of the grace of God and that no root of bitterness should begin to grow and make trouble; this can poison a whole community. 

Rom 12:17-21 (Phi) Don't pay back a bad turn by a bad turn, to anyone. See that your public behavior is above criticism. As far as your responsibility goes, live at peace with everyone. Never take vengeance into your own hands, my dear friends: stand back and let God punish if he will. For it is written: "It is mine to avenge, I will repay," says the Lord. And it is also written: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." Don't allow yourself to be overpowered by evil. Take the offensive--overpower evil with good!

Extra Stuff on Forgiveness Bible Study


  Introduction And Meditation On James 3:1

It is with some hesitation--even fear--that we post such a study. For ours is a rather "cushy" experience compared to some who have had much evil done to them--such that we have much less to forgive. The last thing we want is to be flippant about what we have not plumbed the depths of. At the same time, we do feel God has given us some wisdom here that might be of use. 

Even so, there seems to be something lacking in this particular Bible study. If you have any suggestions for improvement (as always), please let us know. Our guess as to what is lacking is that forgiveness can only be taught so much--and the rest must be learned in experience. 

Added to this fearful sobriety is the fact that if we rightly understand what we here put forth, will not our "knowledge" be tested? Might we be given more to forgive in the future? 

So we are not approaching this academically (and nor should you) but with a view to encourage those whose shoes we may be in next. 

Let Us Follow Jesus

John 5:19 (NKJ) Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner." 

  Thus the emphasis that forgiveness is not humanly possible. Can we really look at the evil done, and the hurt inflicted, and at the SAME TIME feel no desire to strike back and actually feel love for the perpetrator? We are not talking about play-acting here, but really. Well, if this happens, then it will be a miracle. 

  Only God can forgive. Let us have His life and qualities and feelings coursing through us, rather than that which leads to death. 

  In this sense, and most vividly, the Scripture rings true. 

John 15:5 (NIV) "...If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing." 

  Context And Application

What we are NOT talking about here is dealing with the petty offenses and mistakes people make from time to time. We would put these in the category of "long-suffering" rather than forgiveness. For of such no miracle is needed, just common sense and understanding. If I cannot see that "so an so" has a tendency to put their "foot in their mouth" and I get in a major snit over something they said, then I have only myself to blame--and need not be a Christian to overcome this lack of basic living skill. This is simple immaturity and over-sensitivity. 

Here we are applying forgiveness not to mistakes, but to real evil and exploitation and greed and malice. If I have been raped, or abused, or slandered, or "spitefully used" in some other way, or someone I love has been hurt by a wicked person--now that is going to take something other than "common sense" and understanding to deal with. The more I understand, in fact, the more it makes my blood boil. There is no excuse, there is no common sense, there is nothing in human nature that can deal with this without denial or play-acting or a sell out to abject hatred and bitterness. And the pendulum--from denial to bitterness--swings in ever wider swaths as we try to cope with mere human resources. 

Who will save us from this wound? Who will save us from this body of death? It will take a miracle, in fact. A miracle of forgiveness. 

Let us be open to the possibility of actually loving and forgiving our very real enemies. It will mean we will have to give up our thoughts and feelings, and enter into God's. Let us be quick to step into this obedience as God provides the opportunity, and not flinch from it by the offense it gives to our carnal reasoning. 

And if forgiveness "works" in these big issues, the rest will be very easy indeed. Thus the approach of this Bible study. Once we see who is really doing the forgiving, then even in the little things we can acknowledge God. For He often carries us and gives us obedience though we do not give Him credit at the time, only to teach us better later. Let us acknowledge the source to whom we have for too long not given glory. 

God is lavish in His grace to us in this regard. For He is the great forgiver. If He is in us, then we will do as He does. It will be easy... an easy yoke. 

He sees all the evil that we only see in part, and He will make the sun rise tomorrow. May we be more and more like Him, who is the source of life. 

God's Original Idea And Prerogative

Gen 15:19-21 (NAS) But Joseph said to them [his brothers who had sold him into captivity], "Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

Mat 18:18 (NAS) "Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven." 

Acts 7:59-60 (NRS) While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 

The Authority To Forgive

Ps 51:4 (NAS) [King David:] "Against You, You only, I have sinned, and done what is evil in Your sight." 

  Really? What about Uriah, Bathsheba, and their families? Was David being daft here, or was he piercing through to a spiritual truth? For all offense is ultimately to God, and thus all forgiveness must come from Him as well. If we see this, and acknowledge Him, then we can flow in forgiveness all the more. 

Christ In Us: Love And Forgiveness Instead Of Hatred And Bitterness

1 Jn 2:5-6 (NIV) But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

1 Jn 3:24 (NIV) Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

Is Prayer (Or Some Other Distraction) a Sin When Forgiveness Is Required?

James 4:17 (NIV) Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins. 

Luke 6:46 (NRS) "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I tell you?" 

Breaking The Cycle...

1 Thes 5:15 (Phi) Be sure that no one repays a bad turn with a bad turn; good should be your objective always, among yourselves and in the world at large. 

John 6:63 (NRS) "It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." 

  We all, from time to time, get "in the flesh". When we have gone through seasons where we have been rather "fleshly" in our instincts (judged by fruit; Gal 5:22, Eph 5:9) we have a discipline that we use that might be of help: During these times, whatever your fleshly instincts tug you to do, do rather the EXACT OPPOSITE. (If you feel like running, stand your ground. If you feel like slugging, give a hug instead. If you wish evil for the person, give them some money or a nice present. If you feel like complaining or venting, think of an honest compliment instead.) Essentially, this is like nailing rampant flesh to the cross in a violent act. 

  It is much better, to be sure, to have the life of Christ naturally flowing through us. But if/when "the flesh" is winning the day, give it a body blow by ACTIVELY doing just the opposite of what the carnal man would desire. It may sound crazy (and may well be) but be open to the Spirit's leading in this way in the future. The idea is not to be hypocritical, but rather to allow ourselves to be jolted back into the life of Christ. 

Rom 8:6.13 (NAS) For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace... for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

2 Cor 7:1 (NAS) Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Rom 12:21 (NIV) Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

A forgiven son and his unforgiving brother.
LUKE 15:11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons.
12 "And the younger of them said to [his] father, `Father, give me the portion of goods that falls [to] [me].' So he divided to them [his] livelihood.
13 "And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.
14 "But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.
15 "Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.
16 "And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him [anything]. 
17 "But when he came to himself, he said, `How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
18 `I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 
19 "and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." ' 
20 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
21 "And the son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'
22 "But the father said to his servants, `Bring out the best robe and put [it] on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on [his] feet.
23 `And bring the fatted calf here and kill [it], and let us eat and be merry; 
24 `for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.
25 "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.
26 "So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.
27 "And he said to him, `Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'
28 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him.
29 "So he answered and said to [his] father, `Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends.
30 `But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.'
31 "And he said to him, `Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.
32 `It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.' "

Bible Life Commentary: 
Jesus told this story as a parable. The real message is that the father represents God and the sons represent believers or sons of God. Both sons had all of the comforts provided by the Father. The younger son became tired of the discipline and was looking for fun and pleasure. He asked for his portion of the goods. The Father divided to both sons their inheritance.
The younger son wasted the money on his pleasure and became desperate. He decided to return home. Now you may think this is a story of a fellow who is a sinner who is going to get saved. No! The younger son was living at home with the Father at the beginning of the story. He is a true son. He was already saved from the beginning of the parable but he has sinned. The son decides to confesses his sin, repent and return home to his Father.
Upon seeing His younger son returning, the Father runs to the gate and slams it shut. He tells the son that his elder brother is still angry and unforgiving. The Father tells the son he is not welcome to return until the elder son accepts him back and forgives him.
OOPS! NO! That is not the message that Jesus gave. That is the message of the world. That is the message that the Pharisees would have given. That is the message that seems "fair" in the eyes of man.
Instead, the Father ran to welcome the younger son back home again. The son began to confess and repent before the Father, but the Father didn't even wait for him to finish. He hugged and kissed his son with complete forgiveness.
"But the father said to his servants, `Bring out the best robe and put [it] on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on [his] feet.
`And bring the fatted calf here and kill [it], and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry." LUKE 15:22-24

Now many Bible scholars may think that the younger son was never "saved" because the story reads, "he was lost and is found." Well, my friend, you may ask, "Do you believe that if you were once saved you will always be saved?" YES! Do you believe that a Christian can sin?" YES! "Can a Christian stay in sin?" NO!
The younger son was restored to a place of honor with the Father because he confessed and repented of his sin. He was clothed with the robe of righteousness and wore the Father's ring to signify his return to his original standing.
Now the elder son is a different story. Listen to him complain. He has lived with all of the benefits of the Father, yet he does not appreciate them. He is proud, angry, jealous and unforgiving. He does not understand his Father's grace. He refused to claim his inheritance. He is still a son of the Father, but he refused to receive the spiritual blessings. He wants to earn his way by his good works and his self righteousness. He lies because he has not been the son he claims to be. He cannot see his own sin and the Father is not having a party for him.
The elder son was trying to gain favor in his Father's eyes by his own might and power. How does the song go? Oh, yes! "It's not by might, not by power, but by My Spirit says Lord."
The Pharisees did not understand this parable. They wanted the younger son to be punished. They wanted him to be barred from his Father's house. They would not accept his confession and repentance as sufficient to restore the son. They wanted a blood repentance just as they wanted to shed Jesus' blood. They believed that the elder son should be favored because he was like them. He looked good on the outside, but on the inside he was vile. They did not understand because they did not accept the mercy and grace of God.
What about you? If you have not trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior, you are not the Father's son. You can become a son only by putting your faith and trust in Christ who died for you. He can take your sin away forever.
God sees your heart and hears your prayer. Your sins are forgiven when you believe in faith. No works! No doing! No one else! No judge! God judges the heart. You can trust Him.
Click here to say, "Yes, I want to pray to God."
Click here to say, "I just prayed to confess Jesus as my Lord and Savior."
If you need help in understanding, select "A Bible Summary" and study it carefully. 
Many Christians are not living close to God. They are like the elder son. They have a life full of denial, bitterness and unforgiveness. They trusted in Jesus Christ to become a son of God, but now they deny their sin just like the elder son. Now they are trusting in their good works to maintain their relationship with the Father. If you feel like the younger brother, seek out those you have sinned against and confess your sins. The Bible says, "Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed" (JAMES 5:16). If you feel like the elder brother, don't hide your sin and unforgiveness saying all is OK while you claim to be righteous. Your family, friends and associates know your sins. When did you last confess to them? The younger son sinned against his Father, confessed to his Father and was restored. The elder son was stiff necked, denied his sin, claimed to be righteous, and did not receive the joyful blessings of the Father. He missed the party. Oh yes, he received his inheritance, but he did not have the relationship with the Father. God is faithful to forgive your sins and restore you to full fellowship with Him. You can also restore your relationship with others only by confessing your sin to them and receiving their forgiveness. They may remain unforgiving like the elder brother, but you have done all that you can do. The unforgiveness is their sin, not yours.
The Pharisees were very mad at Jesus because the message destroyed their self-righteous systems of works. Jesus gave His followers a wonderful message of mercy, grace, love and forgiveness. They were very happy because they admitted in their hearts they were sinners. God our Father has many spiritual blessings and they belong to you. Become like the younger son. Confess your sins, repent, ask Jesus Christ to forgive you, ask to receive the Holy Spirit, and claim your eternal salvation today.
EPHESIANS 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest anyone should boast. 



How many times should you forgive?
MATTHEW 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

LUKE 17:3-4 "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. "And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him."

MARK 11:25-26 "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. "But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses."

COLOSSIANS 3:12-13 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

GALATIANS 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

Bible Life Commentary:
The message appears to be clear, but try living it. The Pharisees were teaching that two or three times were all that you had to forgive. But they really didn't believe that. They were simply trying to establish a point they could use as the excuse for not forgiving someone. Do you also have excuses for not forgiving another? Do you say, "Their repentance was not sincere?" Perhaps you don't want to forgive. Perhaps you prefer to find an excuse for your bitterness to justify yourself. Jesus made it very clear. "If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him" (LUKE 17:3-4).

Try to find a loophole in that. It doesn't say to judge his repentance and reject it at will. Seven times in one day leaves no excuse for unforgiveness. How about tomorrow? Seven times seventy is four hundred ninety. Jesus made the point very clear. He took away the excuse the Pharisees were using to not forgive. We have no excuse for not forgiving those who confess their sin against us and repent. When a brother repents he has been set free from the sin. If you don't forgive him, the sin becomes yours.
On the other hand, many people say we must forgive others for their wrong even though they have neither expressed any admission of wrong nor made any repentance. Friend, that is not the message in the Bible. God will not forgive you without your confession, repentance and faith that Jesus was your sacrifice for your sin. Don't think you can be more holy than God by forgiving an unrepentant person. Without repentance there will be no forgiveness. Every unbelieving and unrepentant person will be judged by God and thrown into the Lake of Fire. The proper attitude that we should have toward the unrepentant is to turn them over to God, stomp the dust of our feet and go on serving God. We should not dwell with bitterness and resentment for that would be our sin.
God sees your heart and hears your prayer. Your sins are forgiven when you believe in faith. No works! No doing! No one else! No judge! God judges the heart. You can trust Him.
Click here to say, "Yes, I want to pray to God."
Click here to say, "I just prayed to confess Jesus as my Lord and Savior."
If you need help in understanding, select "A Bible Summary" and study it carefully. 


The forgiven servant who would not
forgive his servant.
MATTHEW 18:23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.
24 "And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25 "But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made.
26 "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, `Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 
27 "Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 
28 "But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took [him] by the throat, saying, `Pay me what you owe!' 
29 "So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, `Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 
30 "And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
31 "So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 
32 "Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, `You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 
33 `Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 
34 "And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 
35 "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses." 

Bible Life Commentary:
Jesus was using this parable to teach the Christian principle of forgiveness. "The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king." MATTHEW 18:23. In this parable the king is God and we are the servants. The first servant owed an enormous sum of money equal to twelve million dollars, which he could never repay. In the same likeness, we have sin which can never be covered by our own efforts. "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, `Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt." MATTHEW 18:26-27. God will also forgive us when we fall down before Him to confess our debt and ask for forgiveness. God will forgive us because Jesus has paid the infinite price of His life in our place. He took upon Himself our debt, our sin.
The first servant then went to his fellow servant who owed him only seventeen dollars, a very small amount in comparison. But the first servant would not forgive his fellow servant who begged for mercy, and he threw him into jail until the debt was paid. God called the first servant "wicked" and delivered him to the torturers.
This parable is a frightening principle for us if we do not forgive others while Jesus has forgiven us every sin. Don't carry your sins. Ask God to forgive you and trust in Jesus Christ to take away your sins.
God sees your heart and hears your prayer. Your sins are forgiven when you believe in faith. No works! No doing! No one else! No judge! God judges the heart. You can trust Him.
Click here to say, "Yes, I want to pray to God."
Click here to say, "I just prayed to confess Jesus as my Lord and Savior."
If you need help in understanding, select "A Bible Summary" and study it carefully. 


God will bring you home again.
LUKE 15:1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 
2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats with them." 
3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 
4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 
5 "And when he has found [it], he lays [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
6 "And when he comes home, he calls together [his] friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!
7 "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 

LUKE 15:8 " Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds [it]? 
9 "And when she has found [it], she calls [her] friends and neighbors together, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!'
10 "Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

Bible Life Commentary:
Many Bible scholars think that the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin are about a "lost" person who comes to believe in God and trust Jesus Christ as their Savior. Unfortunately, they miss the great message of the story, which is our eternal security in the Lord and His great faithfulness to us.
The shepherd in this parable is the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. The one hundred sheep are His followers. They are all followers, even the one who becomes "lost." The lost sheep was not a wild ram without a shepherd who was "saved" to join the flock. Jesus was not describing a "lost" person who has not accepted God.
Jesus said, "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it?" LUKE 15:4. These men were shepherds who knew if they lost a sheep this week and didn't make an effort to find it, lost another next week, and another, in a year's time they would have lost more than half of their flock. In the same manner, many churches do not multiply and grow, but may even dwindle away. Their shepherd is not interested in seeking after the lost sheep.
The story of the lost coin is the same. The woman began with all of the coins. She did not find a lost coin on the street. They were all hers from the beginning.
Just as the shepherd knew that someday each and every sheep would go astray, Jesus knows that each and every one of us will someday go astray. But we can be secure in knowing when that day occurs, He will go out to us and bring us home again. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will not cast us aside and close the gate. We can trust in His faithfulness to find and forgive us. This is a message of our eternal salvation. He holds on to us. We do not hold on to Him. This is the wonderful message many Christians are missing. We are forever forgiven. Have you strayed? When that day comes, listen for His voice calling you to come home again. Answer back and He will find you. He will have mercy and grace upon you. He will not punish you. He does not beat His sheep. Call out to Him, rejoice for He hears you, and be carried on the Savior's shoulders, for you are home again.
God sees your heart and hears your prayer. Your sins are forgiven when you believe in faith. No works! No doing! No one else! No judge! God judges the heart. You can trust Him.
Click here to say, "Yes, I want to pray to God."
Click here to say, "I just prayed to confess Jesus as my Lord and Savior."
If you need help in understanding, select "A Bible Summary" and study it carefully. 


God's Message to Pastors.
Now, back to the shepherds. What does God say about our shepherds, the leaders, pastors and teachers in the Church. The message is very clear.
EZEKIEL 34:1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
2 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, `Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 
3 "You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, [but] you do not feed the flock. 
4 "The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them. 
5 "So they were scattered because [there] [was] no shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered. 
6 "My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching [for] [them]." 
7 `Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 
8 "[as] I live," says the Lord God, "surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became food for every beast of the field, because [there] [was] no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock"-- 
9 `therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the Lord! 
10 `Thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I [am] against the shepherds, and I will require My flock at their hand; I will cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their mouths, that they may no longer be food for them." 
11 `For thus says the Lord God: "Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. 
12 "As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 
13 "And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
14 "I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 
15 "I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord God. 
16 "I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment." 

Bible Life Commentary:
The present Christian Church is very much like Israel. The pastors and leaders are shepherds who feed themselves from the hard work of the flock. They preach Old Testament tithing which does not apply to the New Testament Church in this Dispensation of Grace. They do not go after the weak and the sick to help and to heal them. Instead, they discard the weak and the sick while giving favor to the strong, the talented and the rich. Are you a shepherd? Do you have others who consider you as their pastor or teacher? Do you protect, help and heal the weak and the sick within your flock? If not, repent today. God's message is very clear.
JAMES 3:1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.

Perhaps you are not a teacher or Pastor. Perhaps you know very little about the Bible. However, if you know that you are a sinner, you are not far from the Kingdom of God. You can go to Heaven and have eternal life with God. Ask God to forgive you and trust in Jesus Christ to take away your sins.
God sees your heart and hears your prayer. You will have eternal life with God when by faith you believe on Jesus Christ for salvation. No works! No doing! No one else! No judge! God judges the heart. You can trust Him.
